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ADVERTISEMENT. 


* 


OM. Joun Borner, the author 
of this hiſtory, ſprung from an 
ancient family of good repute in the 
neighbourhood of Rouen, where-his 
brother, an eminent merchant, now 
reſides. 8 
He was born at the village of Beau- 
mais near Falaiſe in the dioceſe of Seez, 


oy 


in the year 1724. He was educated at 
the Grammar-ſchool at Caen, whence 


he was removed to that Univerſity, 


and purſued his ſtudies with great dili- 


gence and ſucceſs till the year 1745, 
when he became a Benedictine Monk 
of the abbey of St. Martin de Seez, 


then en regle, that is, under the di- 
rection of a conventual abbot. 


Some time after this, Dom. Bourget 


was appointed Prior Clauſtral of the 
ſaid abbey, and contin ued fix years 
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— that office, when he was nomi- 


nated Prior of Tiron en Perche : 
whence being tranſlated to the abbey 


of St. Stephen at Caen, in the capa- 


.city of Sub-prior, he managed the 
temporalities of that religious houſe 
during two years, as he did their ſpi- 


ritualities for one year longer; after 


which, according to the cuſtom of the 


houſe, he reſigned his office. 


His Superiors, ſenſible of his merit 


and learning, removed him thence 
to the abbey of Bec, where he re- 
ſided till 1764. He was elected an 


Honorary Member of the Society 3 
Antiquariesof London, Jan. 10, 1765; 


in which year he returned to the abbey 


of St. Stephen at Caen, where he con- 


tinued to the time of his death. 


'T heſe honourable offices, to which 1 
he was promoted on account of his 
great 


great abilities, enabled him not only 
to purſue his favourite ſtudy of the 
Hiſtory and Antiquities of ſome of the 
principal Benedictine abbies in Nor- 


mandy, but likewiſe gave him acceſs | 


to all their Charters, Deeds, Regiſter- 


Books, &c. &c. Theſe he examined 


with great care, and left behind him | 


in MS. large and accurate accounts of 
the abbies of St. Peter de Jumieges®, 


St. Stephen, and the Holy Trinity at 


Caen (founded by William the Con- 
queror and his Queen Matilda), and a 


very particular Hiſtory of the abbey 


of Bec. 
Theſe were all written in French | 


and this tract (which he preſented _ 


to Dr. Ducarel in 1764) 1 is only an 


To the Monks in 8 but 1 


to thoſe of the abbey of Jumieges, is owing the 
 drataing of the fens of Upper Normandy, and the 


cultivation of many large tracts of land which 


had long lain negleRted. 
6 abſtract 
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vii ADVERTISEMENT. 
abſtract of his Hiſtory of the faid 


abbey of Bec (which hath produced 
ſeveral - archbiſhops of Canterbury, 


and other illuſtrious prelates of this 
kingdom) ſo. frequently mentioned 


by our old hiſtorians. 


The death of this worthy Benedie· 


tine (which happened on New-year's 


day 1776) was occaſioned by his 


unfortunate neglect of a hurt he got 


in his leg by falling down two or 
three ſteps in going from the hall 
to the cloiſter of the Abbey of St. Ste- 
phen at Caen, being deceived by the 


ambiguous feeble light of a glimmer- 


ing and dying lamp that was placed in 
that paſſage. He lived univerſally 
eſteemed, and died fincerely regretted 


buy all thoſe who were acquainted with 

him; and was-buried 1 in the church 2 

of the {aid abbey, on the 3d 45 
ary 1776. met c 
April 5, 1779. , 5 „ TI N. 


7h 


the height of near two hundred feet. 
From the foot of one of theſe moun- 


TRY ABBEY OF BEC. 


H E monaſtery of Le Bec Hel- 
louin, or Helluin, ſituate in Le 


ny 8 between Lieuvain and the 
plain of N eufmoury, nine leagues 


from the capital of Normandy, may 


juſtly be conſidered as one of the moſt 
3 conſiderable i in the kingdom.. It ſtands 
in a very narrow valley, encloſed be- 


tween two mountains, which riſe to 


Bans, c on the North ſide, iſſues a conſide- 
0 __ - rable 


s. THE HISTORY OF. 


rable ſtream, which waſhes this valley, 
and gives name to the monaſtery, 
The choir of. the church facing the 
Eaſt is one of the fineſt pieces of work- 
manſhip of the thirteenth century, both 
for its architecture, and the variety of 
marbles with which it is adorned. 
The nave is too ſhort to deſerve that 
name, conſiſting only of two arches. 
The park, which extends S. and W. 
along the ſlope of the hill, and bounds 
on this ſide the regular encloſure, was 
anciently very extenſive, and ſtill ſhews 
conſiderable foundations of walls which 
" encloſe it. On the North is the village 
of Bec, which belongs to the monaſtery. 
_ Helluin, ſon of Angot and Hellois, 
was the founder of this houſe. He was 
a a perſon of great piety, and deſcended 
from the Danes, who, iſſuing from 
the 


THE ABBEY OF BEC. 3 


the North; had over-run Normandy 
like a torrent, and made themſelves 
maſters of this province, which, before 


the invaſion of theſe people, was called 
3 He was alſo ated to the 
dukes of Flanders. 


Helluin at firſt choſe a military life. 
His valour and his noble birth.recom- 
mended him to Robert Duke of Nor- 
mandy; but, growing tired of the 
world, he formed, at the age of forty, 


the g generous reſolution of renouncing 
0 all for God. 


For this purpoſe he went to Herbert 
7 uy of Liſieux, who gave him the 

- . monaſtic habit in 1034, ordained him 
prieſt and abbot of thismonaſtery,which 
he built the ſame year on his pater- 
pale eſtate at tBonneville, formerly called 
B 2 Hurneville, 


T An HFS TW. x0 F 


Hurneville. He finiſhlied it in a year 8 


time, and in 1035 caüſed his chürch 


to be dedicated to the Virgin Mary by 
the fame Herbert who had” ordaihed 
him. He endowed his monaſtery With 


lands, which he poſſeſt at Bonneville, 
Tavile, Surcs, hens Gee. 


Five years after, ſceing that the 
want of water rendered the ſituation of 


| his monaſtery 1 inconvenient, he deter- 


mined to build another in the valley on 
the rivulet of Bec. As the number of 
perſons who put themſelves under his 
diſcipline inereaſed every day, this new 
houſe was ſoon found to be too feral ; 

and part of his church, wherein was a 


chapel dedicated to St! Benedict, fell 


_ down. Upon this, Lanfranc; 0 00 he 
had appointed prior; ** Rim 


to, build a larger and 1 wer 


2 4 


Eber ground. This ke 49 in 5 


All. the, apartments. were finiſhed ; in 


three years. But what remained of 
the church ſeryed till, 1077, when the | 


new. church was corpleated. 
The fame year, October 22, the re- 


ligious went in proceſſion from the 


old church to the new. Lanfranc, 
who from prior of Bec : had been raiſed 


to the rank of firſt abbat of St. Stephen 
at Caen, and ſucceflively placed on the 


archiepiſcopal throne at. Canterbury, 
dedicated the, church the ſame day to 


the Bleſſed. Virgin. Odo biſhop of -. 
Bayeux, Gilbert of Evreux, Gilbert of 


Liſieux, Robert of Sees, Ernaud of 


Mons, accompanied by a great number 


of e of diſtinction both « of France, 
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6 THE HISTORY OF 


England, and Normandy, aſſiſted at 
this ceremony, and made yroat preſents | 


to the church. 


As to the rule which Helluin pro- 
feſt, it is certain that it was that of St. 


Benedict. This appears by the decrees 


which Lanfranc made for the Order of 
St. Benedict, and by many letters of 
St. Anſelm addreſt to the monks of 
Bec; among others, by the ſeventh of 
the third book, where he ſays, that he 
recommends them to their father St. 
Benedict, whoſe rule they poſſeſt. 
Bealo Benedicto ſecundum cujus regulam 


profe 72 eftis vs commendbo. 


Bec was already become very conſide- 
| rable. Lanfranc, who was accounted 
one of the beſt ſcholars of his time, 


had eſtabliſhed there a ſchool, which 


ſubliſted a long t time after him, and 


from 


THE ABBEY OF BEC, 7 
from whence came forth many eminent 
luminaries of the church. Numbers 
of all ranks and conditions preſt eagerly 
to ſerve God under the direction of 
Helluin. Among the reſt William 
Girouis *, who reſtored the monaſtery 


of 


* William Girouis repaired the church of St. 
Evroult only in part, put in two ſecular prieſts to 
celebrate there, and gave it to abbat Helluin, un- 
der whom he had commenced religious; ſo that 
from an abbey it became only a priory to Bec, 
Robert and Hugh his nephews, ſons of Hadewiſe 
his ſiſter, built a monaſtery at Noyers, now called 
Noyers Menard, and came to Bec, to conſult their 
uncle, who diſſuaded them from their deſign, and 
adviſed them to re-build that of St. Evroult, which 
they did, and to withdraw it from its dependance 
on Bec: they gave the latter the fair eſtate of Ro- 
fiere or Rouſſieres, and by this means the monaſtery 
of St. Evroult received the title of abbey. They 
placed there monks of Jumieges. Robert turned 
monk, and was the ſecond abbat; but Hugh re- 
mained 1 in the world, and if he took the monaſtic 

7M 4 . 


s THE HISTORY OT 
of St. Evroult in the Pais d'Ouche 


between the towns of Sees and Ber- 


nay. 3 his two nephews Hugh and 


Robert de Granmenil, William Creſ- 


pin and his nephew Gilbert, deſcended 


from one of the moſt illuſtrious fami- 
lies of Normandy ; Lanfranc, born 
at Pavia in Italy, and Anſelm, born 


at Aoſte in Piedmont, both diſtin- 


guiſhed by their noble birth, their 
knowledge, and their piet y. 
The revenues with which Helluin 


had endowed his monaſtery not being 


order, 48 3 have aſſerted without good autho 


rity, it was only in articulo mortis, without making 


his vows. Accordingly he is repreſented in the 
windows of the chapel of St. Mary in the church 
of St. Evroult, in the habit of a knight. I know 
not therefore why a MS. of Bec recites' them 


among'the monks of this houſe; where it is certain 


55 that they did not even wear the habit. 
ſufficient, 


ſc 


„ 0 08 


1 1 1 

1 HE ABBE Y OF BEC. 9g 
ſufficient, the dukes of Normandy, 
and divers other perſons of diſtinction, 
beſtowed on it many conſiderable 
eſtates. Among thoſe who became 
monks, 'many brought with them 
large - poſſeſſions. The popes, the 
biſhops, the kings of France and Eng- 
land, granted it many privileges. To 
proceed more regularly, I ſhall enu- 
merate in order thoſe granted by 
Helluin, and thoſe which his ſucceſ- 
ſors obtained. 

William I. ſurnamed de bonne 
Ame, Archbiſhop of Rouen, with the 
conſent of his chapter, granted ex- 

emption from all epiſcopal rights; 
and ordered, that the pariſh ſhould 
be ſubject to the monaſtery, on con- 
dition, that, when the abbat ſhould 
be invited by the archbiſhop to aſſiſt 
Mn | at 


E —_ 


— " 


1 THE HISTORY OF 
at the ſervice of the cathedral on. the 
day of its dedication, he ſhould be 


obliged to aſſiſt there; to preſide in | 


the choir if the archbiſhop celebrates 


maſs, or to celebrate it in his room if 


he be abſent. This privilege was 
afterwards confirmed by many arch- 
biſhops of Rouen; among the reſt, 


by Huguez in 1141, Rotrou in 1182, 


Odo in 1245, and Francis gave his 
canſent in 1634. | 
The popes confirmed this exemp- 


tion, as well as the other privileges 


and donations granted to Bec by the 
ſeveral kings, princes, and other per- 


fons of conſequence. This appears by 


the bulls of Calixtus II, 1123; Lu- 


_ cius Il, 1182; Celeſtine III, 1196; 
Innocent III, 12 10; Honorius III, 1223 
Urban IV, 1262; Clement IV, 1 267; 


Gregory 
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Gregory X, 1271; Nicolas III, 1 278; 
Martin IV, 1281; Honorius IV, 128 53 5 
Boniface VIII, 1296, &c. 
The archbiſhop of Rouen, the 
biſhops of Evreux, Liſieux, Bayeux, 
and Chartres, ordered alſo, that all 
the churches and lands belonging to 
Bec, in their reſpective dioceſes, ſhould 
be exempt from all eccleſiaſtical right: 
and, that the monks might not here- 
after be diſturbed in the enjoyment of 
theſe privileges, they were confirmed 
by the kings of France; Philip II, 
1191, 1200, 1204; Louis IX, 
12399: 12643 3+ Phabip -IH, 176: 
Philip IV, 1328; Charles VII, 1420; N 
Louis XI, 1471; Francis I, 1517; 
Henry IV, 1596; by the kings of 
England, Henry I, 1125: Henry II 
+++». John, 1204; Henry III, 1229; 
| -.--- 
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" THE HISTORY OF 
10 by William, ne Richard, 
and Edward. 


In 1 389 the, pops: granted. to: the. 
abbots the ring and other pontifical 


ornaments, with the right of giving 


the ſolemn benediction, not only in 


the church of Bee, but alſo in others 
not fully ſubject to it, with power to 


confer the tonſure. 
Beſides theſe ſpiritual 3 


granted by popes and biſhops, and 
confirmed by royal authority, Bec re- 
ceived further marks of favour from 


the kings of France and England, the 
dukes of Normandy, and many other 


lords, who, either gave lands to this, 
houſe, or confirmed ſuch donations. 


Reſides many noble poſſeſſions, of which 
che principal are the baronies of; Bec, 


| Bonneville, Marbeeuf, Pleſſs, Bec has 


: 7 alſo | 
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alſo ſubject to it1 60 pariſhes, with right 
of patfonage, tithes, and lordſhips;: in 

moſt of them. The principal are thoſe 
of St. John and St. Gervaſe at Paris, 
St. Severe at Rouen, St. Andrew: at I 
Bec, St. Peter at Montfort, St. Nicolas «4. v. 5,30. 1 1 
at Meulan, St. Peter at Pontoiſe, 1 
Notre Dame at Orbec, St. James in 
the iſland of St. Nicaiſe, &c. It has 
alſo dependant on it eighteen very con- 
ſiderable pariſhes, and ſixteen chapels, 
the principal of which is in the cathe- 
dral at Paris. 
Two free fairs are held in the town 
of Bec yearly, c one on St. Andrew's day, 
Nov: 30, the other on Good Friday; 
and a market every Friday in the year. 
In the barony of Bec is a bann n 
5 haute and baſſe Juſtice. | 


In 
1 
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In 1337, Philip IV. king of France, 


gaye to Bec, and to all perſons depen- 
dant on it, the privilege of holding 
immediately and directly of the crown, 
and of tranſporting, ſelling, and buy- 


ing goods all over his kingdom, duty- 
fr CC, | 


Such are the privileges which Bec 


enjoyed almoſt from its foundation, 


but many of them are now loſt. 
Helluin had the ſatisfaction to ſeo 
the number of his diſciples amount to 
near 100, and the joy to ſee a ſurpri- 
Zing number of them called forth to 


the dignity of biſhops, abbots, or 


to fill monaſteries which the piety of 
the faithful raiſed both in France and 


England, and made ſubject to that of 


Bec. From theſe has been formed an 
order, of which Bec is the capital, 
„„ and 


aA% 


«A 


and whence all the priories, even in 
foreign parts, dependant thereon, were 
obliged to come, to affiſt at the general 


chapter, and give an account of their 


houſes, both with regard to ſpiritual 


and temporal matters; and their priors 
were changed at the will of the chap- 


ter or the abbots. 


At length Helluin, full of Fac and 
good works, reſigned his foul to God, 
Auguſt 21, 1078, 
having ſpent 44 of them in the mo- 


aged 84 years, 


naſtery, of which himſelf had laid the 
foundation. He was buried in the 
chapter-houſe, which ſome think was 
of his building in its preſent ſtate, But 


this does not agree with the following 
paſſage in a chronicle, at the end of 


Abp. Lanfranc's works, Anno Domini 


1 146, incepium 975 en, monafterit 
Beccenſis 
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16 THE HISTORY OF 


Beccenfis eccleſiæ pridie calendar. Au- 


guſti præ ſente piæ memoriæ damino Le- 
tardo ipſius loci abbate. 


His body was interred in the middle 
of the chapter-houſe, under a tomb of 


black marble, to which the religious 


of the congregation of St Maur, in 
1714, ſubſtituted another of beautiful 


white marble, ſupported by ſix little 


pillars of jaſper, about a foot and a 
half high ; and the following, epitaph 
was engraven on this tomb: 


i, ed * 


Ut 


Et 
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| FIT 1 N et 0 * WT} 5444 7 8 
Primus hjuſce 2 Conditor & Abbas 
2 10 Venerabilis Herluinus, ES A 

Primariz inter Normannos nobilitatis, 

Patre den matre Heloide, in pago Brionenſi natus, 

/ Tater armorum ſtrepitus ſumma cum laude 
bara illecebras fumma cum integritate verſatus, 
Abjecto militiæ ſæcularis paludamento, 
71:2 £ Chriſto deinceps militaturus, 
Ab Herberto Lexovienſi epiſcopo habitu monaſico 
1 - > , 

Et ut Chriſtum haberet hereditatem 
Bonorum ſuorum Chriſtum inſtituit heredem. 
Quos agros quondam poſſederat dives, 
| Hos coluit pauper, coluit & jejunus, 
Ut cibus fieret pauperum, , _ 

Et laborantis ſudor & fames jejunantis. 


9 * diurnos nocturnis levabat precibus, 


Ut cum virtutum ſtudiis ſtudia litterarum conjungeret 


| Litteras quadragenarius diſcete non erubuit; 
Et Beccenſi monaſterio litterarium aperuit gimnafium, 
* g . paternæ pietates alumnos & 1 | 
Eccleſiarum præſules candidatos 
Lanfrancum, Anſelmum 
Plurimoſque alios ſui fimiles diſcipulos, 
Ad omne virtutis officium ſuis informabat exemplis, 
Abbas virtuti ſimillimus, 
Qui plenus operibus bonis 
| Mortem obiit vII Cal. Sept. An. D. ALXXIII. 
tat. LXXIIiIIf. : 


Py 1 1 [4 ron. r 


2 — get 


patri ; de 5 optime merito f 
Eternum hoc pietatis Moharentum F, Po 
Monachi Beccenſes congregationis 8. Mauri 

Anno D. mpccxiv. + 


N. B. See this e in Dr. Ducarel's Norman Antiq. p. 9o. 
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The life of Helluin has been write 
ten by Gilbert de Erkpin; monk of 
Bec, a learned man, and afterwards 
abbat of Weſtminſter. He was fuc- 
ceeded by ANSELM, who was borh of 
noble parents at Aoft or Aouft, a city 
of Piedmont, at the foot of the Alps. 
His father's name was Gondulphus, 
and his mother's Ermenberga. lle 
was a man of the pureſt — had 


a good genius, and a ſurpriſing talent 
of ſpeaking. The reputation of Lan- 
franc, Who was then prior of Bec, 
and gave leckures in philofophy there, 
led him to hear him. He ſpent three 
years thete, at the end of which he 
took - the monaſtic habit at the age of 


twenty-ſeven, He made ſuch a progreſs 
towards religious perfect ion, that 'thtee 
years after he was advanced to the 
rank ol eint in the room of Eanfrqnc, 


— "> * 
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— ' 141 33 
hs cho was cho ofen t ab at” of 

AA Die 133 55 woo 7 i 
Step phen at Cat. f ng the fe 


tb» 4. 


_ that An elm fe 5 n this office, 


44 48210 3 4414 3 
6 compo fed many werks. On the 


death of Henan. he was chc oleh abbat 
in his foot; büt it Was not without 
guck t rittice that ne fubin 


his allbanee ment. Gilbett, bithop = 


_ "pave h nin his Ys St in 

lie chürch of Bi He g goverried this 
— uſe fifteerl-y ears, baths which he 
wrote many pieces. At his ſolicitation 


William de Bonne, once arcllbiſhop © 0 
Rouen, granted. the exeniptioii dread 


tioned. © 
Wo ts 3 being — to 80 to 


Englan Ac , tb manage the affairs of His 


monaſtery wn „ he 0 ered ſuch know- 


_— v4.4 


ledge and 8 a8 octalioned his 


being choſen by the biſfops of that 


kingdom, where real merit is ſo juſtly. 
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a to ſucceed Lanfranc Cin the ſee of 
Canterbury, where he experienced many 
croſſes. During his adminjfiration, he 
compoſed ſeveral” more , * works. : At 
length, having ſpent ſixteen. years at 
Canterbury, employed in every ching 
that could contribute to the glory of 
God, the falvation of man, and the 
good of his church, he reigned his foul 
to God, aged 76, April 20, 1 109, (on 
which day his anniverſary i is till cele- 


brated in Bec abbey ;) and was buried 


near Far ; in the cathedral of 


Canterbury *. 

When Anas was s choſen en 
of Canterbury, Dec. 4. 1093, he ſent an 

account of! it to his monks, who choſe 
In hisplace WILLIAM D MoxTrorT 


SUR RisLE, Who, for nine months, | 


* See their epitaphs in N 3 \ Hiſtory and 
Antiquities of that ANY, þ p. 120. eh 
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”w * 


THE ABBEY OP BEC. 2: 


"withſtood the prefiing | folicitations of 
Anſelm and the monks. He was fon 
of Turſtin and Alberede, both of them 
| perſons of noble rank. . He received 
the benediction from William arch- 


biſhop of Rouen, who required from 
him an oath of obedience or profeſſion, 


which he refuſed, | alledging that it 


was an innovation. At the deſire of 
the abbat, Robert earl of Meulan, his 
relation, granted that all the poſſeſſors 
of Bec in his dominion ſhould be free 
from all cuſtom. Under his adminif- 
tration ſeveral princes and other pious 
perſons enriched the monaſtery with 
lands, added to it many buildings, and 
made rich preſents to the church. In 
his time alſo, many perſons, diſtin- 
guiſhed by their birth or virtue, came 
to Bec, to embrace a monaſtic life. 


He died April 15.1 124. John, biſhop | 
C 3 + 


* 
RET 2 — , yz 
FAM BET «F. [= # * 


* 
N none 4 


6 
r 


Lr 


. THE HISTORY Or 


of Liſeux, performed bis obſequies, 
| which Henry king of Englan d ho- 
noured with bis preſence. His life 
has been written by Milo Crepin, 
1 monk and chanter « of Bec. 


To William de Montfort ſucceeded 


| Bosox, ſurnamed the W iſe. He was fon 


PE FEET 


of Aimerit. and Lezeline, and, born in 
the monaſtery of Villiers. At twenty- 
J three years old he turned monk with 


two of his brothers, under Anſelm, 


in whole name he aſſiſted at the Coun- 


„ 


cil of Clermont, 109 45 He has the 


| character of great learnin g and affabix 


lity. He ſucceeded. Baldwin in the 
office of prior; and nine years after 
was choſen abbat with general ſatisfac- 
tion. He refuſed this dignity on ac- 
count of his ll health, but in reality, 
ſays t the author of his life, becauſe he 


could not reſolve to take the oath of 
10 4 „„ allegiance 
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allegiance to the king, nor that of 
Profeſſion to the archbiſhop. The 
Monks had recourſe to king Henry, 


who. was then beſieging Brionne, to 
perſuade him to accept it; but the 


prince, who knew that Boſon would 


aefuſe to ſwear fealty to him, diſap- 
proved of his election. The monks 


proceeded 1 in chapter to a new election, 


in the preſence of Geofrey archbiſhop 
of Rouen, and John archbiſhop of 
Lifieux 3 and: the choice fell a ſecond 
time on Boſon; which provoked the 
king: but the archbiſfiop appeaſed him, 
by aſſuring him he would have no 
cauſe to complain of the new abbat. 
The two prelates having removed 
Boſon's ſcruples, he conſented to his 
election, and received his metropoli- 


. s benediction at Rowen. | 
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During the twelve years of Boſon's 


adminiſtration he gained the eſteem 


of king Henry, and received from him 


many favours. At the cloſe of his 
life he ſuffered ſevere pain, and had 
the misfortune to loſe his ſight, which 
was a great trial of his patience. He 
died, aged upwards of 70, June 23, 
1176. Milo Crepin, who has writ- 
ten a ſhort account of his life, gives 
him an excellent character. g 


TRROBALp, who from prior of Bec 


| was choſen abbat on the death of Bo- 
ſon, was no leſs diſtinguifhed for his 


knowledge and candor of his manners, 


than for his birth. Hugh, archbiſhop 
of Rouen, would have ſet afide his 
election, as haying been made without 


his leave; but, at the requeſt of Audin 
biſhop of Evreux, he ratified it, He then 


required a profeſſion of obedience from 
g* 1 . 5 6 $7 WY 3 17 Y of SE f 
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che new abbat, without which he 
vould not grant the benediction; but 
Theobald could not bring himſelf to 
ſubmit to this formality, and remained 
fourteen months without the bene- 

diction. He would have remained ſo 

longer, if the monks had not had re. 
courſe to Peter de Cl Tag to ſertle ue 
matters. 

This venerable man, who was an 
intimate friend of the archbiſhop, 
eaſily perſuaded him to receive of 
Theobald verbally the profeſſion of 
obedience, which he required in wri- 
ting. On this condition he gave him 
his benediction, in the preſence of 
Audin biſhop of Evreux and Peter de 
Clugni. Two years after, at the 
deſire of king Stephen, the clergy: and 
nobles of England, Theobald was pro- 
moted to the ſee of Canterbury, in a 
council 
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council held at London, in Fray 


3x38, by Albert or Alberie, cardinal | 
legate of; the holy, ſee, 394 bj bi 9p of 
Oſtia *- | 4p] 

In his place was Hiſt og 
a native of Bec, who had been em- 
ployed ſucceſſively in the government 
of the monaſtery of Bec, and that of 


Notre Dame du Pre. In 1141, he be- 
gan to enlarge the chapter-houſe; and 


in 1146 he finiſhed it entirely at the 
expence of Robert de Neufbourg, 
Having loſt his fight, Letard gave 
proofs of an invincible patience. His 
charity and his zeal for religion in- 
creaſed #11, the moment in which it 
pleaſed; God to take him out of the 
* Abp.. Theobald died 14 Kal. Man, A. P. 
2161, and was buried in his cathedral;—See his 


monument and epitaph in Dart's Hiſt, of Haar. 


bury t P- 12 3 and 12 5. 
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ward; which happened July 2, 1149, 


biſhop of Evreux, buried him in the 
chapter-houſe at the feet of the ve- 
nerable Helluin, There does not ap- 
pear any epitaph on his tomb, 

To this virtuous man ſucceeded: ano- 


both ſacred and profane. This was 
ROGER the Batchelor, a native of 
Lombardy. ] He received, the benediction 
in the monaſtery of Fontenelle, or St. 
Wendrille ſur la Seine, eight leagues 
from Rouen, and half a league from 


king and clergy of England. He re- 
built the church of his monaſtery 


| cured it to be conſecrated May 20, 
11 18 by Rotroy Ap of Rouen, 
_ 8 aſſfiſted 


at the age of ſixty-ſix years. Rohon, 


ther brother, well verſed ; in literature 


Caudebec, In 1174, he refuſed the 
ſee of Canterbury, offered him by the 


which had fallen to decay, and pro- | 
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affiſted by 1 biſhop of Bayeux, 
Richard of Avranches, and Gilles of 
Evreux. This ceremony was per- 
formed in the preſence of Henry II. 
of England, and his ſon, who gave his 
ring. to the chur ch, in confirmation 
of the grant of a rent of 100l. which 
the king his father had given for the 
conſecration of the high altar. The 
feaſt of this dedication was fixed by 


5 the biſhop, with the conſent of the 


abbat, to the 1 after the oftaye 


of Eaſter. 
All theſe expences did not MIA 


Roger to ſtop there. He built ſpacious 
hoſpitals and infirmaries in a handſome 
ſtyle for that time. He made canals 
to ſupply the ſeveral parts of the mo- 
naſtery with water. He gave a con- 
ſiderable ſum of 1 money to the earl of 


Meulan, for the privilege of holding a 


market 


OW 
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mrket an t the little town, now in the 
Bourg de Bec *. Under this abbat the 


reputation of the monks \ was 1} great, 
that in His life-time | twelve were 
elected hence to be abbats. At length | 
having governed thirty years, he 
died, 11 179, as holily as he had lived, 


TT 


and Was buried at the feet of Hel- 


MOT 


luin . 15 

Us had for ſucceſſor Genzüp, then 
prior of Beaumont le Roger. He Was 
highly eſteemed : for his prudence and 
the Purity of his manners. In him 
were conſpicuous all the virtues of a 


| true, paſtor... | He governed, ſeven Years 


* Thedbthiranl monks of Bec were chargedgvith 
a. fine for land, in Weden manor, in England, 


12 Madox' s Hiſt, of the Exchequer, fol. P-137˙ 
ey had the manor bf Suinecumb, with 


a fair. Rite; Cart. 5 John. Ib. pe 273. C 11. 


Their Danegeld remitted, $8. Nager 2 Hen, II. 
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1 | and Heyes wks | n "Ty in 111 18 h 
ll - His body reſts i in t he deer dt at 1 
wo. the feet of the tomb of Helluin, and c 
ö ö this inſcription bs c on his tomb: t 
5 

F  Ofbrenic- Abbas VI. 0 
3 his room was elected 2 0 the di 
| third of that name. The prudence P 
| and wiſdom which he diſcoyered, while bt 
Ui prior here, octalioned him to be ch 
f thought worthy to b e Chölen abbat. | 0 
i} He enjoyed this Aint but ſeven * 

; oY 7 and te en months, an and died | 

1 1 19 

Wirtin Kiccezach bind, 1 4 v very F f 
| bY learned man, and poſſeſt of all the qua- 3 
„ | lifications for his office. At His requeſt 2 
| Philip II. lord of Normandy; con- * 
firmed, in 11 96, the rights and | privi- Be 

| lege 8 of St. Nee de Meulan, 2 con- 5 
N iderabl 9 


1 
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fderible priory, dependant 6th Bec. 


The following year great part of the 
church fell down. Walter — 
three years after his election. 


His ſucceffor Was Hvon, WhO en- 
jojed his nei dignity but one year. He 
died at the priory of Notre Dame du 
Pre, May 16, 1198. His body wa 
brought back to Bee, and 188} in the 
chapter- houſe, at the feet of the tomb 


of the venerable MY with. this 


1 gt : 
= Hugo Abbas XI. 


1 filled the abbatial Aa 


8 him. In the ſeeond year f his 
government; Matthew earl of NMeulan 


founded the priory of Notre Dame en 


Laye, and applied for ſume monks of 
Bee to ſervè it. William granked his 


be A ard died! 12 11 , clürteen a ann 
Pe 1 ba. 1 Sy: 1 RD | after 
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after his election. His body reſts in 
in the chapter houſe with this epitaph: 


Alter Wi Hermus jacet Abus bic Quidenus. 


After che death of William, all the | 


votes united in favour of RICHARD 
DE Sr. LEGER, who. received the be- 
nediction at Rouen on St. Remi's day, 
the ſame year, 121 1. In 1214, he 
laid the foundation of a new church, 
and laid the firſt ſtone 3 in the preſence 
of the wh ole ſociety, erected. a nave 
forty paces longer than the old one, 
and two towers at the welt front. But 
we find no account of its dedication. 
He erected ſeveral other buildings. 
In 1220, he gave a vineyard to the 
canons of Beaulieu for ever, which 


gave riſe to a ſeries of ſuits between 
the canons and the monks. After 
governing twelve years with the moſt 


conſummate wiſdom and prudence, he 
' | = was 


„% Mb fo key — r == 


A 
a” * 


2, 


macs ·˙ ⏑ T ea? 
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was choſen biſhop of Evreux, July 77 
12233 and con ſecrated in the church of | 
Rouen the 17th of Auguſt following. 100 
"Hexky Dt Sr. LEOER ſucceeded 41 ; 4 
him. He was a perſon of high birth, i (| | 
and on other accounts very acceptable. 1 
He was prior before his election to the : 
abbacy, and received the benediction [ 1 14 
from Theobald archbiſhop of Rouen. T 
He built Aa new dormitory, and | 
” brought ' the water into different 
places, to keep the abbey clean. 
After having ſitten twenty-four years, | 
he died; and all the priors, both French 
and Engliſh, who had come to Bec, to 
* aſſiſt at a general chapter held there N 
ch according to cuſtom on the « eve of St. „ i | f | 
1 Jl Baptiſt, aſſiſted at his funeral. —_— 
©" RoBERT DR CLAIRBEC, a Pert & of | Wl: | 
ot approved integrity,” ſucceeded: him. 1 
| OO ; To 
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To his ili Aifpaſitian we owe 
the accommodation between the monks 
of Bec and the canons of Beaulieu, who 
for ſome years * had been at law 
together.. 
gp 1256, Louis IX. ning ont. on 
his expedition againſt the Saragens, 
came to Bec, and recommended him- 
ſelf to the prayers. of the monks. At 
his return from this expedition be 
came again to Bec, dined in the re- 
fectory, and confirmed the rights 1 
privileges of this houſe. | | 
In 1264, a fire deſtroyed: the oe” 
part of the church, after having re- 
duced to aſhes. all the little town of 
Bec. A very conſiderable part of the 
re buildings likewiſe fell a prey 
to the flames; and, to complete the 
miafortune, the great ſtone tower fell 
5 | down 


a 1 


down 6h What had been reſtued froth 
the violence of the fire; and cbfHPleted 


Helluin, with this epitaph: 


Bec, paſſed quickly to that of abbat of 


cording to che Chronicle, Þ. 12, he 
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the deſtruction of tlie efiveck. Robert 1 [ N 
began to fepair ſotrie buildings; and Fr 
died 1266, aftet having governed his i 
inonaſtery 19 years. He was buried - RET 
in the chapter-houſe at the feet of „34 


Recei 4 quindenjum * Rebertum N 
Abatem, cinxit te muris, teque fecit 
Conſumptum flammit, , rebus ditavit & agris. 


Joux, from the dignity 6f prior of 


this houſe. We find in a MS. that he 
received the benediction at Ville Dieu, 


a large town 1n Lower Normandy, i in 
the biſhopric of Avranches ; : and, ac- A J. fat: 


D2- » received 
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received it at Rouen, on St. John the 
Evangeliſt's day, from Odo his arch- 
| biſhop. He died ſeven years after his 
election; and was buried in the chapter- 
houſe, at the head of Ty with this 


OO. 


© Johannes Abbas XVI. 


= — 


The ſame year 1273, PETER DE LA 
CAMBE / Petrus de Caniba) was choſen 
in his room, and received the benedic- 
tion from the ſame archbiſhop Odo. 

From the firſt year of his election he 
laboured on the rebuilding of the 
church, and laid the firſt ſtone. He 

raiſed between the two angles four 
large pillars, which ſtill remain to bear 

a tower, but which hitherto have, ſup- 

ported only a wooden ſpire ſlated and 
leaded. He died 1281, and was buried 
in | 
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| in the chapter-hou ſe, but the Preciſe 
ſpot is unknown. We ſhall mention 
here ſome verſes made on the' deſtrue· 


tion of the church, which we have 
found written on two looſe leaves of 
good parchment, Which made part of 


a MS: now 1¹⁰ longer e ge 88 
x04 ed oy ebak 25.47: 

1. an Ko grace mille deux cens:. 

Soixante & treize virent yeux 

La maitre tour de Bec — — | 
Le lendemain du) jour de la cendre; - 
Entour Prime fut It raney 
Loeuvre deſſous n'etoit pas fine; 
Pour cela la tour ſe deſcendit, 

Tout le choeur caſſa & fendit, 

5 5 De la nef une grande partie 1 Th | 4 ke 


a» 


| _ Caffa la tour de I abbaye; ail 
| Mais Dieu mercy ce Roi cheri 

| Oncques homme n'y eut peri. 

Oe fut en tems de Jabbe Pierre, , 


. 11 tc 


gur ce qu' en pierre abonda, 


8 ur ferme pierre la fonda, „ 
D 7 Peter 


| MR 
is 


Pline and ſubordination. 
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Peter de 1a Cambe had for ſucceflpr 
| Yun 2 learned man, well yerſed in 


— 4 — 


the management of affairs, and a zea- 
laus defender of the rights of the 

order. He was prior when he was in- 
veſted with the abbatial dignity. | His 


election was confirmed, at Pontoiſe the 
Tueſday after St. Andre wis day by the 


archbifhop of Rouen, who gave him the 


benediction at Freſne ( apud Frarinos ) 


the Sunday following, Nov. 26, I 281, 
He continued the church, and carried 
it up to the cntablature. He was 
exa in bolding annually a general 
chapter, in which he made many re- 
gulations for the obſervance on diſci- 


1801 


The following year 1282, the work- 


men, employed t to re-build the church, 


7 $6 


found the og of the 8 Ma- 


1 
: 1 


<5 . ww "Dy 
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Hilda buried in an 6x's'hide.* She had 
been interred: before the altar of our 
uy: 1167. 

Aſter — rele eren 
full of wiſdom; Vmer went to receive 
at the hand of God the reward of his 


Wirtes, Nov. 15, . 1304. His body was 


buried in the chapter-houſe, at the head 
of r with this plain ee : 


Hin Abhas XVIII. 


On Mandi Dec. 6, this ſame year, 5 


GLExR r, or GurlL BERT, was elected 


abbat by way of compromiſe; and after 


*. 


having | 


a confirmed and having re- 


| ceived the benediction, tre applied him- 
ſelf withtheutmoſt diligence tore-build 
His church, which he had the ſatisfac- 
He afterwards 
: fignalized his zeal ot the common 
As 2 OR - 


tion to finiſh 1 327. 
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cau he in an expedition then” forming fi 
againſt. the infidels, and for this pur- 3 
poſe gave of his own acgord to the t 
Pope a ſubſidy of ,15000 -florins: for Z 
the church of Bec, and a ſecond of 5 
3600, for the other churches ſubje& 60 

| to him. He died in the 23d year of 4 

| his government, 1325, His body 

| reſts before the altar of our Lady's 

i chapel behind the choir under a tomb, 

{i on which are to be read theſe lines: 

j | S 0 505 qui tranſitis Ans l rogo ſitis3 

10 QNuod n Vos TAR: m4 RI Pr AE 4 

| 4 Gebrnzr Fanz or Far, firſt « 

1 8 name, and prior of Ne otre Dame du 

1 5 Pre, was elected in his x room, Sept. 29, 

13 the ſame" year 1 327. Seven years. after 1 

1 his election, he was advanced to, the 4 

| Roy fee of. Eyreux, which he ; ; 


TH, ih 
| | | + 
; : , 5 ; 
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filled till the day of his death, April 1 5, 
1340. He wore the monaſtic habit 
till, his death. The chronicle adds, 
intuentibus clareſcit (Gaufridus) De tem- 
hore quo d abbatia ad epiſcopatum Ebroi- 
cenſem ee ft Nn * hoc ne 
ebe 329214100 2:1) 


Prend 115 teſte d'v un 3 3 
P un chien, d'un congre & Fun carpel 
852 ſix vivres & de quatre itres 
Se trouvera 1 fans autres tiltres 


13 4 


2 Quang, Gieufroy Fare ſe demiſt 


DP abbe du Bec & Eyreux priſt 
Le premier joux de ayril fans doute: 


: Dieu garde Thoſtel et Tordre toute. 
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Wikis omnibus, continues the Chro- 
nicler, eum dentur litera, ſeu numeri 
vecevNVVvVIIIr. ntelligendus Pan - 
* 1 334. 7%” 
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Godfrey, 
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Godfrey, after his advancement to 


the biſhopric,: reſigned bis abbey af 
Bec; and all votes united in favor of 


Joux DE GRANGER, | who 'go\ erned 
the houfe with much wiſdony anne i 


years and eight months. 

In 1340, the corpſe of Godfrey, h h 
* predeceſſor, was brought to Bec, bp 
buried on the left Rape of the high 
1 altar. & (3HHYELL 
Two years ines 0 342) Sept. 1 5. 


| John biſhop of Avranches dedicated 


the church, and the ſame day Confe- 
crated the high altar and a leſſer, both 
to the Virgin Mary. The biſhop « of Li- 
ſieux conſecrated the altars of St. Benet, 

and of the apoſtle 


biſhop of Pavia thoſe of St. ol 
| Baptiſt, St. Maur, St. Martin, St, Ste- 
my the protomartyr, St. Nicholas 


St. John 


Peter and Paul; the 


n bw. 


ee 


> <a + + hand ren 
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St. John the Evangeliſt, St. Agnan, 


St. Magdalen, and St. Honorina. This 
ceremony was performed in the pre- 
ſence of fifteen abbats, and a great 


number of perſons of diſtinction. The 


memorial of this is . mY pear 
with the oQtave. 


already mentioned, with this e pitaph: 


Concilia nato Genitrix hunc alma beato; j 
Fi, celis bic gut 1 orbe Jdelis. 


To John de Gra ger Gotta Ro- 
BERT DE Rod, a perſon of profound 


learning. In 1356, the Engliſh ravag- 
ingNormandy, Louis deHarcourt, who 


. . * 0 / * * 
» b p * - R 
* - 


ohn de Granger, darin eld the 
abbatial « chair near 'fixteen years, died 
Feb. 19, 1350. His body was interred 
in the Lady chapel behind the altar, 
over againſt the tomb of abbat Gilbert | 


. 
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Was governor of. ie, ent him orders 


to demoliſh the church of Bec, leſt 
it ſhould ſerve for a place of defence 
to the enemy. But, by the advice of 


certain perſons verſed in military mat⸗ 
ters, Robert ſurrounded it with an 


entrenchment, and a wall capable of 


hindering: the Engliſn from making 
themſelves maſters of it. That part, 
however, which joined to the chapter- 


| houſe, with three ſides of the cloiſter, 


Were raſed, and the revenues of the 


monaſtery applied to pay the troops, 


Robert did not live to ſee the end of | 


this war, He died 1 in. the eleventh year 


of his government, and was buried i in 


the Lady chapel behind the choir. 


The critical circumſtances of the 
nation involv ed in war, which deſo- 


: * F. _ N ormandy, and Aquitain, 


- made 


f. 
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matle it requiſite to chooſe for abbat a 


perſon, who, beſides religion, poſſeſſed 
a conſiderable ſhare of prudence. Theſe 
characters: were united in M ILLIANM 
DE BENSE VILLE, ſurnamed PoreLIve, 


who found means to preſerve the mo- 


naſtery from the horrors of war which 
ſurrounded it. During his adminiſtra- 
tion, which continued twenty-ſeven 
years, he gave the monaſtic habit to many 
perſons of diſtinction, of whom ſeveral 
were elected abbats in his life- time. 

He died May 2, 1388, and was buried 
in the ſacriſty, which then ſerved as a 
chapter-houſe, becauſe of the diſorders 
occaſioned by the war. The chronicle 
relates, that they had been obliged to 
remove thither the mill, the oven, 


and the granary. To that book alone 


we 
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we owe the epitaph of this abbat here 
| ſubjoined, the misfortune of the times 
„ not permitting them to erect bim a 
_ tomb, and engrave it on it: 
Hic jacet in tumba * G. natus Benſequevilla, 


| Becci qui decem & cum ſeptem couſtitit annis IL 

| Abbas; quo plures veſtiret ocius hinc tres fr 
„ Fiunt Abbates; ac horum Pariſienſis i” 
1 Vnus Gauffridus, & cum Joan de Hors Gemeticerifis Ir 
F* Eſſe finit, tandem Becci fit paſtor ibidem, b. 
Electus bis, jam fieri jubet, haneque figuram Fa 

UA 8 Guillermi zelo victi, telo vocis, anno | 8 
144 , Bis ſeptingento, ſed bis ſex hinc teniovetoy _ B 
J Luce Mail bina, cui cælos Chriſte- propina. = 
wo ; After his death Gzorzey HARENG, C: 
FB: | a native of Paris, ſucceeded; He was 0! 


1 a perſon of lively genius, diſtinguiſhed 
| for his manners and {kill in the canon 
| 5 law. 800n after his election, one 
1 Eſtode d'Etoudeville, monk of Feſ- 
ö | camp, and abbat of Ceriſy, turned him 
it ö but of his place, and took poſſeſſion of 


wy 5.97 50.3 


|| 4 Fo 1 Gulielmus. 0 + Joannes. 2 + 1 388. 
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it. He continued here two years and 


cight months, in which time, without 
regarding” the diſtreſt condition to 


which the war had reduced the mo- 


naſtery, he laviſhed great ſums of 
money to entertain his relations, who 


frequently came to viſit him. In 2 390, 


in conjunction with his. brother the 
biſhop of Liſieux, he erected, and 
founded at Paris, the college of Lifieux; 


Being at length called to the govern 


ment of the abbey of Feſcamp, he 
carried from. Bec a prodigious quantity 
of furniture of all kinds, and left the 
monaſtery. loaded with debts; nor did 


he make any ſcruple to transfer to 


Feſcamp the right which Bec naturally 
had over the . of Lificus, at 


Paris. 


Then 


as THE HIS T o R Y OF” 


Then Godfrey, who had been forced 
away, and had retired to Jumieges, re- 
turned to Bec, to the great ſatis faction 
of his monks, and ſet himſelf to re- 
pair the damage which the war and 
the extravagance of Eſtode had done 
to the houſe. He pulled down the 
wall which had been built round the 
church, to defend it from the Engliſh. 
He alſo levelled that which ſhut up 
the Lady chapel, and ſome other for- 
tifications which had been made i in 
the church, which he fitted up with 
beautiful windows. He {et up ſton - 
pillars i in the cloiſter, which they had 
been obliged to dig up and convert into 
entrenchments, repaired the dormitory 
which had ſerved as batracks to ſoldiers, 
and added forty cells to it; and, the 
more effeQually to ſecure the monaſ- 


tery 
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tery from enemies, he ſurrounded it 


with a very ſtrong wall, flanked with 
fifteen towers, {till ſtronger in pro- 
portion to the work. He likewiſe 
laid the foundation of a citadel, which 


was finiſhed. by, his ſucceſlor, who. 
applied 20, ooo l. to this purpoſe. All 


that now remains of this. fortreſs are 


the ruins of a tower, {till viſible about 


eight or ten feet above the ground, 


and the foundations of ſome others, 
with ſubterraneous vaults of commu- 


nication. Theſe great and expenſiye 


undertakings did not prevent Godfrey 
from paying off great part of the debt 


contracted. under the adminiſtration of 


Eſtole, or repairing the farms, the $20 6.4 || N | 
abbey buildings, the mills, &C. which 


were falling to ruin; and recovering 


poſſeſſion of the lands of Quoxilley 


E , and 
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and others, which had been 2 I 


nated. | 


'He l freely of the Holy See 
1 2 himſelf and ſucceflor, the privilege 
of wearing the pontifical habit, which 
Eftole had obtained only for himſelf, 

As he was returning from a Journey 
to the Holy Land, which he had un- 
dertaken with ſeveral French and 
Norman lords, he fell into a Pit, 
which unfortunately lay in his way, 
in the deſarts which he was obliged 
to croſs, and remained there three 
whole days, before it was known 
what was become of him, at the end 
of which time he was taken out; but 
he received ſo much hurt, that they 
were obliged to carry him in a litter 
to Padua, a city in Italy, where he 
Ke July 15, 1399. His corps reſts 


2 in 
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in the great church there, under a 
tomb erected by his ſucceſſor 


WI, LIAN DES AUVILIERES, ſur- 


named Dela Vallbe, a man of irreproach- 
able morals, and very zealous for 
the welfare of his monaſtery. In this 


he followed the example of his prede- 
ceſſor, under whoſe eye he had formed 
himſelf in the office of prior, which 


he filled with great improvement. 


He bought a great houſe in St. James's 


ſtreet, at Paris, with a view to favour 
the ſtudents, and thither he ſent ſuch 
young monks as diſcovered a taſte for 
the ſciences. He recovered the noble 
fiefs of Chaumont, Fuqueret, Biſley, 


Sc. He improved the lands, repaired 


the farms, repaid 200 gold crowns 


to John Vades (de Vadis) and 400 
more to the Great Maſter of Rhodes, 
E 2 which 


| 


EE A 


9 N 
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which Geofrey Harenc, his predeceſ- 


ſor, had borrowed in his voyage to the 


| Holy Land. He finiſhed, by the 


king's order, the walls and, towers 


begun by Geotrey Harenc, ; which 
made Bec appear like an impregnable 
fortreſs. The walls were fifteen feet 
thick in the foundation, and ten feet 


thick at their greateſt height, which, 


if we may beheve the chronicles of 
Bec, exceeded thoſe. of Avignon. 


Theſe walls were flanked, as before 


obſerved, with fifteen great towers 
placed at proper diſtances. There was 
2 principal one, of which the chro- 
nicle ſays, Et fuit turris majoris alti- 
tudinis & lalitudinis quan fit aliqua 
turris in Maſſuia. 


This work was completed ; in five 
years, at the expence of Sooo livres 


tournois ; 
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tournois per annum. It is to be obſerved, 
ſays a worm-eaten MS. which has nei- 
ther beginning nor end, that to ſup- 


ply the expence of building this for- 


treſs, they took off two livres tournois 
from the yearly allowance of each 
monk, ſo that the prieſt, who re- 
ceived ten tournois, received but eight, 


and the lay-brethren were reduced 


from eight to fix, which continued 
during the remaining time of Wil 
liam's adminiſtration. 


But it is a certain fact, that the WY : 


ſals of Bec abbey were obliged to pay 
a half floren of gold for every acre of 


land which they held of the monaſtery, 


and that the duke of Normandy au- 
thorized the abbat to raiſe, as a ſub- 
fidy and poll-tax, twelve deniers- a 


bey. 5 
E 3 William 


month on all the tenants of the ab- 
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William being at law with John 
de la Lande de du Theil, the latter, 
at the head of twelve armed men, in- 
veſted the abbey, and afterwards the 
priories in their order, and maimed 
and killed all who fell into his hands, 
and even threatened the abbat to kill 


him, or burn his eee if he 


ventured out. 
At laſt John de la Lavkds: being 


brought to a trial, and convicted of 


having moſt barbarouſly diſmembered 
ſeveral monks of Bec, murthered ano- 


ther at St. Philbert's priory, and cut 


off the foot of a third, &c; was con- 
demned to perpetual batiſhment by 


ſentence paſſed at Paris. John took | 
this fo much to heart, that he died 


of grief ſoon after. 
In 1415, Henry the Fifth; king 


of e croſſed the ſea to Nor- 


mandy, 


an... 4 ©«HS 


a 
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mandy, and laid ſiege to Harfleur, — | b 
which he carried. He marched thence | LIN 


to Calais at the head of a formidable =_ 
army, and ſtopt at Terouene, where he pr 
gained the famous battle of Agincou rt, 
the loſs of which plunged the French 
again into new misfortunes. Nor- 

1 mandy in Particular felt all the hor- 
rors of war. In this extremity it was 
found neceſſary to Put a garriſon into 
the fortreſs of Bec, to defeat the de- 
ſigns of the enemy, who ravaged every 
part through which they paſſed, = --. 
this garriſon was maintained - the 
monaſtery, 


Henry V. returned Hades after the 
bloody battle of Agincourt, and after 
a ſhort ſtay in England, came back to 
N ormandy, and landed at Tonque. 
In leſs than ſix years he made himſelf HAM 
| maſter of all Lower Normandy, e- 
705 E . 9 
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cept Mount St. Michel. The earldom 
of Maine could not withſtand his vice 


torious arms, and all the country round 


ſubmitted to his laws. Fear had ſeized 


all minds, and all the neighbourhood. | 


of Bec took refuge, with all their effects, 


within the fortreſs of the monaſtery, . 


where the neceſſary proviſions for 
ſuch numbers were made with all 


poſſible diſpatch. Rules were enacted 


concerning rhe diſtribution of corn 
in the refectory, while the oven was 


kept in the chapter-houſe. All the 
buildings of the monaſtery, which 


ſtood without the encloſure of the 


fortreſs, were pulled down, viz. the 


court of the Mal maiſon, the houſes of 


the almoner and the gueſts, Helluin's 


chapter: houſe, with many other adjoin- 


ing buildings. William, who had 
ſhewn ſuch a lüp of nlind to 


all 


{| 
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all the mortitying* events which 14 
ſurrounded and perplext him during 10 i 
the whole of his adminiſtration, at 
length ſunk under the melancholy 
ſtate to which his monaſtery was on 
the point of being reduced. He died 
Jan. 3, 1471, after having governed 22 
his monaſtery eighteen years and ſix 

months. He was buried in the middle 
of the choir before the ſteps of the 
altar. John de Cambray made his 
tomb as it appears at preſent, with 


this epitaph: A 


| Hic] jacet Es bonitatis, regula morum, 
Juſtitiæ templum, fidei vas, lux monachorum. 
GOuillermus, frater quondam de Valle vocatus 
Coœnobiique pater Beccenſis; origine natus 
Ex Emullaribus, dioccœſis Lexovienſis. 
Abbas vigeſimus tertius ſextus, quem flebilis enſis 
Funeris exhaufit, vitalia filaque rafit, 
Nam nixus Chriſto mundo migravit ab iſto 
Anno milleno, centum quater addeque deno- 
Septem, tunc terra jam lucente lucerna: 
Vir vat Sanctorum conſors ſuper aſtra polorum. 
Amen. 


ROBERT, 
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RokEkRT, a native of Bec, un 
9 from the office of prior of N. 
Dame de Pre to the dignity. of abbat 
of Bec, and received the benediction at 
Pontoiſe, with the conſent of the arch- 
biſhop of Rouen. He was doctor in 


decrees, had a great ſoul, and much 


zeal for regular obſervance. 


The ſecond year of his election, 
che duke of Clarence brother to the 
king of England, and his conſtable, 
having made himſelf maſter of Har- 
court, came and laid ſiege to the for- 
treſs of Bec, which, after a vigorous 
reſiſtance for above a month, was 
obliged to ſubmit-*to the conqueror, 
who plundered the citadel, burnt 
almoſt the whole town, overthrew all 
the buildings out of the regular 
IH encloſure with the chapel of the 


venerable 


r A wat es A Aw ..S od & et 


" THE ABBEY OF BEC. 5 


venerable Helluin,, and ſeized the 1 | ; 
effects of all who had taken refuge in 1144 
the monaſtery, as in a moſt ſecure _* 
aſylum. He placed in the citadel a | ö ; 1 
garriſon of 140 men, to be maintained bf 
at the expence of the monks, whoſe | : 

revenues were ſtopt by order of the 
king. The monks being then deſtitute 
of the neceffaries of life, ſuffered all 
the horrors of a civil war. Several of 
them. fled and retired to the priories 


of Bec. 
The French coming to the relief 
of the place, the Engliſh retired into 
the ſtrongeſt tower of the citadel, 
whence they could not be diſlodged. 
The king having already made him- 
ſelf maſter of Rouen, Vernon, Roche- 
guion, and the whole Pais de Caux, 
the abbat came to take the oath of 
fidelity 
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fidelity to him, and was graciouſly | 
received, and ſent back with the reſ- 
toration of all the ' poſſeſſions of his 
monaſtery. After this reſtitution 
which he had obtained of the king, 
he ſet out for Bec, where he arrived 
on Aſh Wedneſday, and was received 
with great joy by his whole commu- 
nity, and forthwith inſtalled in the 
uſual manner. The garriſon retired, 
and the duke of Clarence left therein 
a few ſoldiers, who were a much 
leſs burden than the former. 

About this time, abbat Robert pur- 
chaſed a houſe at Rouen, named the 
Hotel des Fontaines, and fince Hotel 
du Bec, which gave name to the ſtreet 
where it ſtands. This houſe was of 
great uſe during the wars, which 
harraſt England, F rance, and eſpecially 


Normandy. 0 5 
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The Engliſh, who, at the approach 
of the French, had retired into the 


great tower, called Our Lady's, broke 


through the wall, and ſent to inform 
their general, who was in the neigh- 
bourhood of Bec,. of the extremity to 


which they were reduced. He imme 


diately ſent oft a detachment to their 


relief, which got into the fortreſs by 


the ſame hole which they had before 
made, and ſpread themſelves on a 
ſudden all over the monaſtery, killing 


all who came in their way. Five 


monks were fla in the church at 


the bottom of the ſteps: of the high 
altar, and many wounded. They, at 


the fame time, drove out the French, 
who had ſurprized the place after 
making a dreadful ſlaughter, and from 
thence they went to the church, and 
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plundered the treaſury, carrying away 
all the ornaments, and pulled off the 
ſilver plates that covered the tomb 
of the empreſs Matilda. 


Before they left Bec in 1420, they 

received the king's order to raze the 
Citadel, which they executed. The 

abbat, and one of his monks, ſuſpec- 
ted of having given up the fortreſs to 
the French, had been put in priſon at 
Rouen, and were not releaſed till after 
five months confinement, and being 
fully cleared. He returned foon after 
to his mon aſtery, where all the monks, 
whom this ſtorm had diſperſed on every 
fide, were again collected. At length, 
worn out with vexation, infirmity, 
and fatigue, he exchanged this life 
for a happier, May 14, 1430. His 
corps was brought from Rouen, where 


he 
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he died, and was buried in the choir 
of Bec on the left fide of William 
his predeceſſor and uncle, with this 
epitaph: 


Hic Jabit in loculo venerabilis atque diſertus 
Abbas, vocabulo cui Vallis, ſicque Robertus, 

Is decretorumque fuit doctor, via morum: 
Auxiliante deo fratres concorditer illum 
Eliciunt, in eo ponentes mentis aſylum. 

Unde fuit natus Becco ſtans hic inhumatus 

Anno milleno centum quater atque trigeno 

In maii menſe quarto mortis ruit enſe. Es 
Quiſque roget Chriſtum quod czlis Ser aum, 
Ac fibi ſolamen ſanctorum ſentiat. Amen. 


In his place was elected THOMAS 
DE FRT OHR, June 19, the ſame year 
1430. He was born at Bec. Pope 
Martin V. refuſed at firſt to approve 
his election; ; but when he underſtogd 
that he was a perſon endowed with 
the beſt qualities, and extremely fit 


„ ee, 25 for 


64 THE HISTORY OF 
for the government of the abbey, he 


approved and ratified it. He received 
the benediction at Rouen from his arch- 
biſhop, and made a long ſtay in that 
city, to avoid falling into the hands of 
the enemy, who would have required 
a conſiderable fine for his ranſom. 
He reſigned his ſoul to God, after 
having governed the monaſtery of 
Bec fixteen years, and was buried 
in the choir near abbat William des 
Auvilieres. The ge epitaph 1 13 
| inſcribed on his tomb: 


Iſte locus tenuit corpus virtute repletum, ; 
Qem tellus genuit Becci Thomaſque Fricanti, 
Vita clauſtralis florens ſub regula degit, 
Subtraxitque malis, ſed Chriſti colla ſubegit. 
Hie Prior electus malorum crimina texit, 
Abbas effectus digne cœnobia rexit 

Beccenſiſque pater viceſimus extitit ipſe; 
Octavum frater addas, poſt occubuiſſe 

Anno milleſimo centeno ficque quaterno. k ; 

os 


— : 
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Joan HI. of the name, ſurnamed 
' DE LA Morrk, born at Rouen, doctor 
of Canon Law, and profeſſor in the 
univerſity of Paris, ſucceeded Thomas 
de Frique. From his earlieſt youth 
he diſcovered ſigns of what he would 


one day be: and fo early advanced t to 5 


evangelical perfection. 
During the ſuſpenſion of arms be- 
tween Charles king of France and 
Henry king of England, he retired at 


the ſolicitation of the city of Rouen to 


the firſt of theſe princes, and ſpoke to 


him with ſo much energy about the 


recovering of Normandy, that he 
made a briſk attack on the Engliſh, 
defeated them, and reduced this pro- 


vince under his obedience. John alſo, | 
by his ſovereign's order; afliſted at the 


aſſembly held at Bourges, where the 
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pragmatic ſanction, and the methods 
of enforcing it, were debated. 

In the crifis of the war he provided 
with prudence for the wants of the 
monaſtery; and in the fixth year of 
his government, which was the year 
of grace 1452, he died at Rouen 


Nov. 19. His corpſe was carried to 


Bec, and buried in the choir near the 


tomb of his predeceſſor Robert. 


His ſucceſſor was GEarrEY P' Es- 
PAGNE, ſurnamed Benedict. He was 
prior of Notre Dame du Pre when 


he was elected. He received the bene- 
diction from the vicars general of the 


dioceſe during the vacancy of the 


archiepiſcopal ſee. He took the oath 
of allegiance to the king of France. 
During the twenty-four years that 
he preſided over the monaſtery of 


„Bee. 
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Bee, he behaved himſelf with great 
wiſdom and prudence. He was zea- 
lous for the dedication of the houſe 
of God, paved it with ſtone, cauſed 
to be made a figure of Moſes holding 


the book of the law, an eagle, and 


four grand chandeliers, all in copper; 
built a ſtone wall almoſt all round 
the foreſt adjoining to the monaſtery, 
called the Park, Which is 4 league 
and a half in circuit; laid the foun- 
dation of an infirmary carried up to 
the height of 150 ſteps; the bellfrey *, 
which John Boucard his ſucceſſor 
- finiſhed as it now ſtands; adorned 


with figures in felief the filver cup 
given by the empreſs Matilda weigh 


He received 


| ing twelve marks, &c. 
at Bec, in 1468, Margaret queen, of 


Pons who was accompanied by 


Le beufroy. 
. Edward 
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Edward her ſon prince of Wales. 
She ſpent five days in the monaſtery, 
and afterwards took the road to Mont- 
fort to go to Honfleur, where ſhe was 
to embark for England, and return to 
the king her huſband, detained priſo- 


ner by Edward earl of March, who 


had aſcended the throne of England, 

after depoſing him. 
Io the venerable abbat Geofrey, who 
died May 14, 1475, ſucceeded the 
1 commendatory abbats, of whom only 
Robert IV. appears to have come in 
1 by free election. 

The. firſt was Joux Ned 

biſhop of Avranches. - Louis XI, 
whoſe confeſſor and almoner he was, 
demanded the abbey for him. John 
obtained of the king the confirmation 


of the privileges and immunities of 
8 the 


7 


THE ABBEY OF BEC. 6 


the monaſtery, and licence to hold two 


free fairs annually. at Bec. The ninth 
year of his nomination he entertained 


ſerious thoughts of reſigning his abbey 
in fayour of John d'Aptot arch-prior 


of the houſe, who, in hope. of at- 
taining the abbatial dignity, had given 
to the ſacriſty, 1482, a chaſuble and 
two  tunics of very rich ſtuff, and 
ſome other ornaments; but the death 
of the party intending to reſign, 
which happened 1484, diſappointed 


the proſpects of John d'Aptot, who 


loſt the money he had ſent to Rome, 
to obtain the confirmation of the 


reſignation. ö 
The monks, who * this: death 


recovered their full right, aſſembled 
to chooſe themſelves an abbat; and 
all the ſuffrages united in favor of -' 
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RoverT DE ROVEN, a very religious 
perſon, who afterwards - gave Proofs 
of a lively and ſolid piety. He reſigned 
his charge to WILLIAM Guerni, who 
was alſo of Rouen, reſerving to him- 
ſelf however a handſome penſion, with 
the right of collating to all the bene- 
fices in the gift of the monaſtery ; but 
ſhortly after, vs. Jan. 22, 1492, he 
happily cloſed his career. Guerni, 
after 'the example of ſeveral of his 
predeceſſors, contributed largely to 
the decoration of the church. He gave 
four great columns of Cyprian copper, 
_ elegantly 'wrought, to place on the 
ſides of the high altar, which he had 
before adorned with gold plates. He 
hkewiſe gave a ſilver ſhrine for the 
reliques, and a gold box weighing three 
e ſet with precious . „ 
| luer 
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filver cups, and a ſuperb lamp of the 
ſame metal, to be hung up in the 
Lady-chapel. 

He reſigned his W to n 


Ribaud his nephew; but Louis XII. 


who wiſhed it for John Aurele arch- 
biſhop-- of Toulouſe, oppoſed his 
claim. The king dying ſoon after, 
Leo X. approved the reſignation of 
Guerni, and it had its effect. | 

Jonx Rinavo accordingly ſucceeded 
his uncle, and finiſhed the porch of 
the church, which the latter had be- 


gun. 
a ſtroke of apoplexy, which carried 


him off. He was buried in the choir 


. the day after his death, which hap- 
pened April 5, 1514, under a tomb 
of ſtone! adorned with marble and 


N His ſucceſſor: held the 
ahbbatial 


'F'4 


In the mean time Guerni had 
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abbatial chair but three years after 


diſpoſſeſſed of his dignity, meditating 


' meaſures ſo well, that he carried off 


from the treaſury, ſacred veſſels, and 
tapeſtry, and tranſported the whole 


his death. He was obliged to reſign 
in 1517, to make way for cardinal 
de Boiſe, in favour of whom Francis I. 


had diſpoſed of it. THEOBALD thus 


vengeance for this injuſtice, took his 


in the night, unperceived, a conſider- 
able quantity of gold and filver plate' 


to the abbey of Valmont, of which 
he had the government. ri eith 
 Aprtan GovFFier, Cardinal de 
Boiſe, after two years adminiſtration, 
was removed from Rec to > Feſcamp 
Joux AvREL1vs, then biſhop of 


; e 8 RAG Nen of Tou- 


n 


louſe, and laſtly cardinal Longueville, 
filled the abbatial chair after him. 
He was of a mild character, and well 
verſed in eccleſiaſtical matters. He 
made ſome preſents to the ſacriſty, and 
died 1533, during the council of 
Nice, at which he aſſiſted. 

Jon DE VENRVUxR, biſhop of Liſieux, 
and afterwards cardinal, a perſon of 
great experience in affairs, being at Bec 
with Francis I. whoſe almoner he 
was, was received for abbat there the 
following year, 1534. The king ſpent 
the feaſt of St. George at Bec, and 
came there again 15 39 with queen 
Eleanor his conſort. John going to 
Maule, a little town of Picardy, be- 
tween Guiſe and Laon, was ſeized 
with a violent fever, which brought 
him to the grave. His body was re- 

| moved 
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moved to Liſieux, and buried in the 


great church; but his heart Was 
brou ght to . and buried under the 
high altar, I 543- | 


James D 'ANNEBAUD had the FI 
in commendam the ſame year, 1543, 


by the influence of admiral Annebaud 
his brother, who was in high favour 
with Henry II. He took orders at Bec, 
was. conſecrated. bithop, and inveſted 
with the purple by the legates of pope 
Paul III. Under his adminiſtration, 
in 1552, a violent ſtorm threw down 
the ſpire, which beat down almoſt the 
whole nave. This abbat did much 
harm to the monaſtery. He cut down 
great part of the wood 1 in the park, 
and ſold it for 4. 25,000, . which he 
applied to his own uſe, broke up the 
great bel, and fold it e in 
| different 
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different places, and when he had ſpent 
all retired to Rouen, to the Hotel de 


Bec before mentioned. where he died fp 4 FA 


in the courſe of the year 1558, after 


15 years enjoyment of his abbey. 


Francis, Cardinal de Tournon, ſuc- 


ceeded him, and was ſucceeded by 


Lovis DE LoRAINE cardinal de Guiſe. 

In the life-time of the latter the de- 
fenders of the reformed religion over- 
run in a tumultuous manner the 
whole province of Normandy, plun- 
dered and ravaged the monaſtery, and 
left every where marks of their fury 
and fanaticiſm. The Roman Catho- 


lics, on their part, maſſacred, in an 
unchriſtian manner, all the reformed 
who fell into their hands, ſo that the 
fields were covered with the bodies of 


a great e of unhappy victims, 
6 | which 


— 


7 
5 ie - 3 
e 5 N . PRE > [Ss . —V : 3} w 
2 = KP Ix" * — geo) e 
yy $3 p- 1 . 4% — A 


7 THE HISTORY Of 
which barbarous ſuperſtition and fa- 
naticiſm offered to tlie God of Peace. 
The year 1563 was more particularly 
witneſs to theſe depredations. The 
victorious Engliſh' ſpared nothing; 
The moſt facred places did not eſcape 
profanation.” They plundered this 
noble church of its ornaments, laid 
facrilegious hands on the ſacred veſſels, 
carried off the reliques that were kept 
in the richeſt ſhrines, purſued the 
monks to the foot of the altar, nd 

made a dreadful ſlaughter of them. 
Among the reliquaries carried off by 
the enemy from this church, was a 
fflver croſs ſet with precious ſtones, 
werghing above thirty marks; another, 
containing the reliques of ſeveral ſaints, 
accounted extremely valuable; and a 
; third of filver-of- a conſiderable weight, 
| 9 — with 
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with a kind of gold box, weighing 
three marks, enriched with diamonds, 
and of admirable workmanſhip, _ . 
Bec had for her next. abbat, after 
the death of cardinal Guiſe in 1 563. 
CLAUDE DE LoRRAINE chevalier d' 
Aumale, who took the part of the 
factious, and was killed at St. Denis 
1591. Henry IV. nominated in his Wt |! 
room Dominique DE Vic, ſon of | 1 | 
Emeric chancellor of France. T”. 1 1 

took poſſeſſion in, 1 598, and was 

afterwards archbiſhop of Auche. In 
his time the congregation of St. Maur 
Was introduced at Bec. We ſhall here. ar 5. e ” 
reſume the ſeries of this hiſtory, and 
give a ſhort abridgement of the moſt 
conſiderable events that have happened 5 f 
fnce che introduQtion of the congr E/. 
tion to the preſent time, when e ⁶. 
| 8 
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58 THE HISTORY OF 
have related all that concerns Bec in 
its antient ſtate, and have laid before 
the reader the names of a few of thoſe 
whom their birth, learning, or muni- 
ficence, have diſtinguiſhed, and' ren- 
dered dear to us. As for thoſe who 
have had the happineſs of being pro- 
feſt here, their number is too great 
to find a place in fo conciſe a hiſtory 
as this; nor would ſuch a catalogue 
be agreeable to the reader. We ente. 
into theſe details purely to remove all 
occaſion of complaint of omiſſion, and 
well knowing that the reader will 
always have it in his power to paſs 
over whatever does not ſuit his taſte, 
The names of the are e monks are 
as follow: 
William Girouis, ava "A 
one of the moſt ltuſtrious families of 
e . 


vil 
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with honour, and given proofs of 
great courage before he devoted him- 
{elf to God in the monaſtic habit. 


noble knights, followed his example, 

and enliſted themſelves under the diſ- 

cipline of St. Helluinn. 
Olivier, a powerful lord, n of 


vanced age, and paſſed the reſt of his 
virtue. 

Richard, ſon of Richard count du 
tery of Ely in his kingdom. 


the ſpoils of the world, to put on thoſe 


* 


Hugh, count de Meulan, and many 


William Talvan, embraced the mo- 
naſtic ſtate under Anſelm in an ad- 


days in the ene of ad Chriſtian £ 


Pin, was taken from Bec by Henry 
king of England, to govern the monaſ- 


Viger, couſin to Richard, quitted | 


of 
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fo THE HISTORY OFT 
of the ſervants of God, and lived neat 


forty years in the ſolitude of Bec, 
under the abbats Willem 1, and 
Boſon. 3-8 "_ 
Nigel T Aubigné was 2 11 
tuſtrious for his nobility and probity. 
Robert de Beaufay, touched with 
the virtuous examples which. he ſaw 
in the monaſtery. of Bec, applied for 
the monaſtic habit, and his advanced 
age was not made an objection to his 
being appointed firſt prior of the 
monaſtery of Meulan. William and 


Richard his ſons e his exam- 


1 


Hugh de 8 a 1 and 
gallant knight, ſet an example to 


his brethren in the exerciſe of every 


virtue. 
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Baudrie, a man of high birth; was 
Winn: prior of Bee, by Anſelm, 
who addreſt many letters to bim, a a8 
may be ſeen in his works. 
Hugh, ſon of Baudric, recommen- 
dable for the purity of his manners, 
was nephew to che venerable Helluin, 
founder of the r mon aſtery. ' 


William Criſpin, of an iluſtrious 
eſtates to the 


family, gave all his 


mon aſtery, and died as holily as he 


had lived. 


William Mallet, a nn of hang . 
| eminence, ſpent the | 


ſhort life in purifying 
rendering it 4 | proper 


' k 


Jeſus Chriſt, 


Oſbern, a pious arid 


whole of. his 


his heart, and 
habitation. for | 


* # 
% 4 


* 


TER monk, 


as may be ſeen by his writings, and 


8 


Hogh count. 'de Montfort his friend, 


1 


renounced 
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renounced the world kee to 
wear the Iivery ef Chriſt. 

* Helluin, Mauser, and Gondulpl, 
whom Anſelm carried with him to 


Canterbury, were men of Siſingniſhed 


merit. | 
 Bazilis,, widow of "a Arptrids 
her niece, and Eye widow. of Williams 
| Criſpin, | | came to place themſelves 
under the direQian of the abbats of 
Bec, : and received the ell. from 
William archbiſhop « of Rouen. . hey 
lived in a houſe near the incloſure of 
the monaſtery, and practiſed as much 
they could the mon ks. mai er of 
fi” devoting themſelves, to faſting 
and x prayer, and employing tl theix ; hands 


in varions works. After havin g been 
the good. favour, of Chriſt on, earth, 
chey went to heaven dhe 11 ame year 
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A ngthe monks who mereadyanced 
te 1 dignity of abbats, and amount 
tab ſix. or fifty, may be reckoned 
Lanfr e a man diſtinguiſhed for the 


op [et 8 14483 1 9 245 


purity of his manners, and his pro- 
found, knowledg; 0 „He. Was the firſt 
aAbbat of. It, Ste phen. at ACN. © Anſeln 


r * lulph 


abbr 0 of Bee, Gal of Rocheſter, 
Radülph Iph. of Bl. J Romain 05 


he i — rr 11011 


8 St. Saviour ne ar Teléſie, VI el, 
Henry, Olbern, Bernard, - Vincent 
828971 1814 HA 


de Rouen, Radulph, William, | Durand, 


and le N ormand, were, all abbats 4 


113510 413 Mint . 4 \ oy 35 115 e 183 — 
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wards of Pontoiſe; 74 Albold o of St. Ed- 


I: WY. 11 25. 


| mund's 8 Bury! in England; Robe ert 4 


we ab. at. 2 


BlangieofS St. Eyroult: Williams, a v 


„ A 


learned man, was abbat of Cortdeille, 
and had for ſccefſors there Durand, 


W RO. * ; 
* 


N 9 Stephen, 
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Stephen, Hardin Prior „of Ski Yihie; 
Henry, and Benedict. 
Roger, prior of Pre; Was Abbat of 
St. — as Wefe Wiliat®'and 
Henty of St. Michael du bort 
Robert and Bernard of the abbey of 
Mount St. Michel; Roger, Godfrey, 
and Guarin, © of Leflay; Gilder of 
2onthes!;" Ralph of . John! de 
Bouilay ' of Cerifſy; Henry of Bel; 
Robert of Breteuil; Richard . of., Sd 
Werburgh near Cheſter in Euglaud; 70. 
Richard, ſomof Richard de Clare of 
Ely; Alelm of Eaucin; Lanfranc, 
nephew to Lanfranc, archbiſhop of 
Canterbury, abbat of St. Wendrille; 
Hugh abbat of St. Auſtin, Canterbury; 
Gilbert :abbati of Colcheſter ; Roger, 
a man of i real merit, and in: high 
eſteem with tlie kings of France and 
Gall,, 83 England, 
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England, was abbat ef Jumieges: 
Godfrey Harenc ſugcceded him; Wilt 
liam abbat of St. Catherine near 
Rouen; Joſcelin and William, abbats 
of Bernay, as was, Emerg of St. 

Quea, Ronen, brat Dag mdof 


Mo 
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5 arclibiſhop ofCantetburys 
* Had refuſed the NED of 
Nouen. DU Huna 10 900 

Anſelm ſuocœeded him 

Theobald was” ae arch biber of 
a da lk 

Neger refuſed that dignity. 211 

Hubert was advanced ay it T0 hn 
an enn 3630 du 

Fulco: was biſhop of Desen oi 

Ernoſtùs or Ernulf, of Rocheſter. 
Gundulph ſuczceded him there- 
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- Williain de. Bonneame was nomi- / 
nated to the biſhopric of Ronen, ad 
W with diſeretion. e 
Nichard de n filled the ſee of [fl | ; 
— ths 1 ba, and WW 1! 
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We have: atrady cendickbd, au the ; 
courſe of this little hiſtory, that, foon 
after the foundation of Bec, Lanfranc 
ſettled there a ſchool, which ſubſiſted 

a long time after, ' and produbed a 
. of peiſons, Who by their 
learning and piety enlightened and 
edified the church, and many of whoto 3 
attained to —— — mt 

to Bec 6 * . Pope _ 
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Pope Alexander II, and bis two 
nephews. 

Anſelm, archbiſhop of Cad 

Guimond,archbiſhopofAverſa,aper- 
ſon well verſed in polite literature; and, 


by Oderic, placed among the cardinals. 


Yvo, biſhop of Chartres, one of the 
moſt learned men of his time. 


Ernoſtus and Gundulph, both 


biſhops of Rochęſter. 


Turold biſhop of Bayeux. 
Fulk biſhop of Beauvais. 
Gilbert . e of Weſtmin- 

mere 

William abbat of Conga. 

And many others, both lay-brethren 


and monks,' as it is eaſy to ſee by 
Anſelm's epiſtles: for, as we have be- 


fare ſeen, Bec was from its foundation 


A © famous college, wither moſt people 
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of condition ſent their children to be 14 
inſtructed by Lanfranc, who" had I 
formed à library of books of philo- s 


ſophy and divinity. In Helluin's 
time there were 100 ſcholars. But 


beſides thoſe who had ſtudied in this > "0 


ſchool, Bec was alſo Full of e 
monks; ſuch , 


Gilbert Criſpin, Who for genius 
and learning may be compared to the 1 
greateſt men of his time. He wrote bl | þ 1 
commentaries on the ſcripture, works ” | \ | 
of divinity and morality, and the life | 1 | 
of Helluin. | 

Milo Criſpin, a hiſtorian much i 
eſteemed in his time. He wrote many N 0 
lives, particularly thoſe of Lanfranc, - II) 
- Wn L, An and ! Letard, abbats | 
e [ike Theobald” 2 Letard, alfo 
f uw: of oe; and very learned men. 


Roger, 
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feſſor of law in England, and com- 
poſed nine books: 1 . ne, of * 


law. 1151 * p F 
f 


Robert Be „ * hs. 


+ aw 


appendix addreſſed to Sigebert, wrote 
near 140 volumes, of which we have left 
only his Appendix, and a Chronicle, 
with the hiſtory of Mount St. Michel, 


a Commentary, on St. Paul's. epiſtles, 


the Acts of Couneils, and ſome few 


other works. He aſſiſted, by order of 
pope Alexander III. at the council of 


Tours, where he was choſen to ad- 


dreſs duke Geofrey. Stephen, biſhop 


of Rennes, who wrote his elogium in 


yerle, ſpeaks of him As: Kol verſed in 


all the ſciences. . e 

| Philip, biſhop of 8 . 
alſo 140 volumes, witir dee he 
enriched the library at Bec. 
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and John de Ja Motte, all three:abbats 


of Bee, were doctors in law; and the 


latter had profelled: at Hals with 
applauſe. 1 | Arey: 


2 ett 'S 


Francis Cu a 1 * de 


Neuville profeſſed divinity a; long 
time, and were eſteemed very learned; 
as was alſo James Lambert, &tr. 

We ſhould be wanting in gratitude, 


if, after reciting the names of thoſe 


who have rendered Bec illuſtrious, we 


ſhould not recall to remembrance with 
pleaſure thoſe who by their liberality 
founded and enriched this abbey, 


Theſe are the venerable Helluin, 


who founded it, and endowed it with 


his eſtate at Bonneville, & œ:;;.U 
Richard ſon of earl G. 


ee 


t and 


Rohais: his wiſe, WHO gave many 
1. and their eſtate at Hemecclifle. 
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Gilbert de Brionne, deſcended from 
the counts of Auc, who, at the foun- 
dation of the monaſtery, aſſiſted the 
venerable Helluin with his advice and c 
money, and * 5 lands to mW 
church. [on 
Hake count JeMculan: was one 100 the 
Eitel eee er * n 
eee err Ol A 
Pal Roger. d db SN 
Gilbert de Clare. 5 181 10% nE 
Beaudric. 11 96 B01 9% S ll Ort 
Walleran earl * Meulan.” an biuyo:! 
. Queen Matilda wife of William the 
= . and nen her n king 
5 n 
1 The empreſs; mother of t Henry? II. 
King of England. is 82819 ed. 
18 The illuſtrious houſe of Criſp pin. 
1 William — ir vid tig do 
15 a "a 20 A1 1 365 3651 Aist: bt Robert 
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Robert de Montforr. 


* 
4 , $ 4 C I'P &..4 
— 4. 4. 4s bo . 


Froger biſhop of Sees. R 
Luke biſhop, of Evreux, and his 


chapter, Ws ' N af L F 4. | 
Hugh de Gourhay. PR, 
_ Matthew earl of Beaumont. 


1 Hughes d Toremode, 1 


99 by 1 


Robert de Neufbourg, dependant on 
the earl of Meulan and his illuſtrious | 
family, which diſtinguiſhed itſelf by 
its AUberalities. . 5 


of 


\ 


11.1 


Thomas Bardon and Robert eat] of 


RAY; # 


Meulan, who willed that all the lands 


| - + wy 
of the monaſt; in their dominions 


ſhould be free from. all. cuſtom and 
exaction, and | 


from the tolls in the 
juriſdicton of Ponteaudemer. _. . 


Fg 


His ſons Waleran, Robert, and 
Hugh, confirmed this Privilege, and 

added that che wines and other neceſ- 
ELLE | | aries . 
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faries of life half pay 1 no toll G8. che 


8 it 40 064) C1 601 
river. 


$0 ” 4 
err 


bo Sitibn d·Anerh, Mitthew de Mon- 


morency, Guido Malveſin, William 


de Vernon, Almerle 1. viſcount Meſev, 


granted the ſame pribi lege throughout 
their dominions. 


* 


l 


e ll wt S bete ie King; 


of France and "Eng gland, and the 


: dukes of Norah particularly Phi- 


lip II. St. Louis; Philip II. and IV. 
Charles VII. Louis „ 8 kings of 
Fr: rarice ; 4 Henry - T Stephen, John, 
Hetiry V. Kings of England; who 
confirmed all the donations ma & t te 
the abbey. . a 


Mary q Eſpagne copnteſs of Alen. 


con and Eſtampes, Frangois de Beau- 
Pla, Ae de Fiereyille, Hugh, de 
+7) „pie, 
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960 


Viviers, Flora de la Potterie *; nd 
Mahiel du Boſe, made great preſents 
to the monaſtery. e 


a Nor muſt we forget the moſt, re- 


44 . 
markable interments, ſe ral mo- 
numents, Ge. In the 


has ter-houſe 
were buried. the following abbats : 7% 


GEO cv 


"The venerable Helluin, whoſe ſuperb 


7 $44 4 


tomb, near eight feet Kd and pee 


high, is in the centre. ig 1 1107 
William III. 4 3 J oh 1 NA V 
Boſon IV. N. 15 So 2 N * _ 111 
| Letard VI. 5 2b adol 
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This Hind 11 4 is nn extin& 2 all their 
property is paſſed.to ſtrangors,- rogelber. with the 


eſtate of their name, three quarters of 4 agus b 


"the 


from DEC. to the * E. of Font Fo. Ep, on 
** of the 3 OT 


4 


. — 
Jett —„—„— — n 8 
eee ES * n 8 
b * * "74: -þ „ 2 
ve . f 
1 « % > 


n * ＋ 
_ a 2 * 
CP 


5 r 


96 


THE HISTORT OF. 


2 k * 0 
* | „ XI p K 7 » 4 | £08" 
a Þ i N PN oa * een a 1 
, i ug 1 * * # AS 1 ub < As wa © 93  _ * «% 1 4 


William XII. Fa 10d 6b Hit 
Henry XIV. 295 


950 3 4 ; . 4 1 + © + $ 


John XVI.“ hy PT TRIES 085 


Peter XVII. 0 
Vmer XVIII. "IG 


All theſe "tombs are of — * and 


have a croſs * or crofier 1 in relief, but 
no epitaph, any more than thoſe of 


William de St. Ymer. : nal: 8 


21 21 


William de la Mare. 


William de St. Clodoard. : 5 2 
John de Bec. | wins - bs | i 
Richard de Bures. 


James de Rouen, alias de la Motte. 


l i William Moran de Bourgevilles 


#3 
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At the upper end of the pr. 
Fn ate figures in noon A 3 
their feet, repreſenting 
Henry de Neuf bob. 
Margaret de Neifbonig; wiſe _— 2 N 
Amauri de Meulan: :- n "i 
Another Henry: deNeufburgþo!. 3 
Joan de Livaro, wife of Roberf de 
N eufburg ; and Margaret de Livaro. 
f On the pavement were e THE 
tms of all che pefſons buried i the 
ci ter-houſe, according to the cuſtom 
of that time 5 Hut tod few remain at - 
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a | The heart of Mary #Eſpa 
tels d' Alengon and d Eſtampes-lies 
th the Lady chapel, with the bodies f 
Floquer Marſhall; born in | Normandy, 
At ind ſeveral abbats, as Gilbert —_ 
7 om XXI, and Nobert XXII. n 
Ensign! * | In 
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In the middle of the choir are mag- 
ade monuments for the _— 

William des Annilere. 

Robert de la Vallee. N 
Thomas de Tg = 5 

John de la Motte. 

Godfrey ace. 005 
Nobert de Rouen. "No! 
4 William Guerine | by 


On the left band af the * cher 
reſts Geofrey Fae or Fare, biſhop of 
Evreux from A. D. 1335 to 1340 · 

Under the high altar is the heart of 
John le Wann W and bier of 

Before the Gia 1 in the idle 
of the ſanctuary, reſts the body of 
Matilda, wife of the emperor Henry IV. 
She was buried in 1167, before our 
Lady” $ altar; and in 1282, as they were 

. lengthening 
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lengthening the church, they found 
her corpſe, before the place of the high 
altar, buried in an ox's hide. They 
erected to her memory a tomb of 
copper, whereon was engraved this 
epitaph: 1 J 


D. O. M. 
Et æternæ Auguſtæ Marildis memorig: 


Quz 
ortu magna, Viro major, fed maxima Party, 
Hic Jacet, ter wa filia, ſponſa, parens. 
8 pe que extitit 
Henriei I. . Regis filia vobiliſſima, 
Henrici IV. Romanorum Imperatoris 
ſponſa auguſtiffim, 
Godefridi Pulchri Andegavenſium * 
Foſteriore thoro præclara conjux; ; 
De quo fadta eſt 
Henriel II. Anglia Regis Parens illutrifima, 
Erga Beccenſem ecclefiam impenſe munifica, 
Quam dum viveret theſauris ſuis ditavit, 
| Et poſt obitum 
« Sui corporis voluit eſſe cuſtodem. 


F elicera\yite ſortita eſt exitum iv Idus Septembrie, 


An. D'ni McLxvit, TY 
In monumentum eternum 333 monachi 
Beccenfis Congr. Sti Mauri 
An. 1684. 
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William de Benſville lies before the 


altar of St. Nicholas, 1 in | what 1 18 now 
called the veſtry. 


The noble and potent Lady Joan de 


Tilly, wife of John baron de Ferrieres, 


lies in the chapel of St. John Baptiſt, 
without an inſeription. Richard de 
Beauſay and Heribert, both monks of 
Bec, and afterwards biſhops of Avran- 


ches, are buried in the church, but the 


exact ſpot is not Known, any more 
than that of Hugh de Nor onan biſhop 
of Coventry. 

In the left aile of Fi ch 18 
buried lady Mabire Vitevaux, a woman 
of high nobility. 

At the entrance of the church lies 


Joan de Tibouville, and by her fide 


another Joan de Tibouville. 
William Criſpin lies gear the chit 
ter door, and Eve his wife, and Wil- 
55 liam 
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liam his nephew by him. All theſe 
tombs are without epitaphs. ; - 
Francis d'Aulne, lord of Beauplan, 


is buried in the chapel of St. Stephen, 


which was decorated at his expence, 
and has the following epitaph : 


Cy giſt noble homme Frangois d'Aulne, Ecuyer, 
Seigneur de Beauplan, en ſon vivant premier 
Capitame et Commandant dans la Ville du Havre 
de Grace, lequel apres un long ſervice rendu a 


ſa Majeſte, s' etant retire dans cette Abbaye, y a 


vecu avec une piete exemplaire, et a fait faire cet 

Autel. II a remis ſon ame à Dieu le ad jour de 

Fevrier l'an 1673, et de ſon age le 84. 
Requieſcat in Pace. Amen. 


% THE HISTORY OF | 
In the ſame chapel is the heart of 

Mary de — with this inſcrip- 

tion: : 


Cry ö 2 


Cy repoſe le ceeur de tres haute & tres 
puiſſante Dame, Madame Marie de Braneas, 
Epouſe du tres haut & tres puiſſant ſeigneur 

Monſeigr Louis de Brancas, Duc de * Pair 
de France: | 
Au milieu d'une cour Vexample ne ba pas ſeduite. 
Ses meurs ont ets reſpetez de la mediſance qui 
epargne fi peu la vertu. 
Le chojx qu'il a fait pour ſon cœur de ce lieu faint 
montre aſſez que 
dans le ſejour i meme des vanites, elle les a toujour 


— 4 — 
* N 5 — 3 » 
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mepriſces. 
beten puiſqui elle a glorifie Dieu aux yeux 


des pecheurs, 


Priez qu Il la couronne dans la e des 
| ſaints, : 

Cette illuſtre dame eſt morte a Paris, le 25 Aout, 
1731, agée de 78 ans & 11 mois, 


- Olver 


\ 


1 


E 
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- Oliver Heuſts de Lamberville hes 


in the Lady chapel facing the door of 


the choir on the goſpel ſide. His 
epitaph is on a tablet of fine black 
marble ſet in the wall over againſt the 


altar of the ſaid chapel: 


P. O. M. et K. M. 


Nobilis religiofique viri 
D. D. Olivarii Heuſtè de Lamberville : 


Qui ſanctæ regulz jugum portaturus ab adoleſcentia, 


.  Huc vixdum decennis advolavit _ 
LXX annorum in Benedictina palæſtra ſtadium 
Pie, perſeveranter, feliciter, emenſus, 
Ml,⸗agnique Prioris officio, --- 


Ad quod etiam unum junior meritis exigentibus 


aſſumptus fuerat, 
Per triginta annos ſtrenue functus, 
Reformatos ordinis aſcetos excepit, fovit, adjuvit; 


Antiquioris diſciplinæ commilitones rexit, correxit, 


inſtruxit ; 
Multis tandem ad ornatum S. Bafilicæ 
Collatis donariis, 
ad omnibus benemeritus, deſideratus omnibus, 
Curſum laudatiſſimum vitæ eonſummavit 
Precioſa morte in conſpectu Domini, 
Die XXVI Feb. an. M. D. x XXVII. an. natus LXXX. 


H 4 = Charles 


gore” 
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Charles Le Maire is buried in the 
chapel of St. Martin under a tomb of 
fine black e with this inſerip⸗ 
tion: Sth 0 s 


Nobilis b egg gf D. D. Caroli le Maire, 


Qui a teneris, ſpreto ſæculo vitam acturus cenobiticam, 


Beccenſe monaſterium duodennis ingreſſus eſt ; 
IXXIII annorum et amplius in ordine St1 Benedicti 
| ſpacium 
Fart virtute ac perſeverantia feliciter executus 
In prioratu S. Ymeſfit ſubprioris dignitate, 
Ad quam etiam invitus evectus fuerat, 

Per xxix annos cum omnium approbatione perfunctus, 
Ad ſuum tandem ſenex reverſus eſt cœnobium, in quo 
Per annos aliquot ſoli Deo ſibique vacans, 

In doloribus quos ſub vitæ finem peracutos ſenſit 

, patientiſſimus, 
In pauperes & egenos quos ubique recreavit 
munificentiſſimus, 

Reformatis monachis de quibus bene meritus eſt 
| deſideratifimus, 
Probatiſſimæ vitæ curriculum abſolvit precioſa 

mor te juſtorum. 

Die menſis An anngs nafus 
A Et in hoc, 

Quyod elegantiſſimo marmor curaverat exornandum 
ſacello, ſepultus. 
Requieſcat in Pace. Amen. 


In 


is, 
10 


THE ABBEY OF BEC. tog 


In St. Peter's chapel lies the body of 
Peter Beton, with this epitaph: 
- Cy git noble homme Pierre de Beton, en ſon - 


vivant ecuyer, ſeigneur de Fontaine le Foreſt, et 
Cap. dans le regiment de la Marie, lequel apres 


avoir ſervi ſa Majeſte pendant 25 ans, ſe retira en 


cette abbaye, ou il a vecu avec une piete exem- 
plaire Veſpace de 17 ans, 11 jours, & y eſt mort 
le 1re Janvier, 1671, age de 73 ans. II a fait 
faire cet. autel devant 28 il a voulu etre 
enterrè. 


'Priez pour le Repos de fon Ame. 


There were in the nave, which has | 
ba deſtroyed, ſeveral monuments 


for perſons of diſtinction, whoſe very 
names are at preſent unknown, as 
well as thoſe of many others, who 


were buried i in the cloyſter, and whoſe 
monuments were removed on the re- 


building c of it. 


Theſe particulars may ſuffice to give 


an idea of the abbey of BE from it's 
foundation 
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foundation to the introduction of the 


congregation of St. Maur under Domi - 


nic de Vic, in 1626. This abbat dying 


in 1661, the abbey was put under 


ſequeſtration * till 1665, when the 


king nominated Meffire James Nico- 
LAS COLLEBERT, fon of M. Colle- 
bert, counſellor to the king in all his 
councils, inſpector of the finances, 


and firſt miniſter of ſtate. The king 
appointed to ſucceed him in 1707, 
M. RoGER DE LA ROCHEFAUCAUT DE 
LA Rocuecuion. This abbat lived 


but ten years after his nomination to 
the dignity, and died at Buda in Hun- 
gary. His immediate ſucceſſor was the 
reigning abbat Monſeigneur ALkx- 
ANDER LLovis DE BoUnBON ConDE, 


prince of the blood, count de Clermont. 
Nothing remarkable happened during 


, 


* En conomat. 


the 


THE ABBEY OF BEC. 0% 
the adininiſtration of theſe four abbats, 
Proceed we therefore to give a ſhort 


account of the decofation of the 


church, which is the principal and 
almoſt the only obj ect worthy the at⸗ 
tention of the lovers of venerable an- 
tiquity; and to the print of the out- ſide 
of this ſtructure prefixed to this work 
we ſhall add all that can contribute to 


give a juſt idea of its interior ornaments. 


This church, built about the mid- 
dle of the thirteenth century, or a 


little after, may compare with thoſe 
maſter- pieces of Gothic architecture, 
which will be the admiration of 


future ages for their delicacy and 
proportion. The monks of the con- 
gregation of St. Maur have been at a 
conſiderable expence to adorn what 
remains of this auguſt church, whoſe 
Rave was OY by the fall of 


the 


. A ⁵˙ . ,,, — ,, 


* 
N ** 
ny 3 
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the great tower, as was before re- 
lated. They have paved the ſanctuary 
with. black and white marble; and 


covered with. the ſame materials the 


ten chapels which ſurround them, and 


are pl 5 William de la Trem- 


N ingenious 3 55 his time. 


He gave. alſo, the deſign of the high 
altar and ſcreen, Which 1s much ad- 
mired by connoiſſeurs. | 

The altar, which he has executed 
hirnſelf, conſiſts of eight large calumns 


of jaſper, with baſes of bronze gilt, 


and many other ornaments in marble. 


The tabernacle is covered with dif- 


ferent pieces of marble, united with 
great art, and extremely precious; 


and a little above is the figure 1 


the infant Jeſus in beautiful white 
marble, hav ing on each fide of him 
I kneeling 


* 
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kneeling ſtatues large as life of the 


Virgin and St. Joſ ep. 415 


The ſcreen, of which the deſign 
and figures are by the ſame hand, is 
entirely compoſed of the fineſt and 
rareſt Italian marbles. It is adorned 
with two marble columns, and four 


jaſper pilaſters, whoſe baſes are of 


white marble, and their capitals' of 
white ſtone well choſen; the whole 
according to the proportions” of the 
Compoſite order, except the frize, 
which 1s formed of triglyphs of white 
marble veined : the metopes are of 


jaſper, charged with the figures of ſe- 


veral pieces which were in the temple 


of Solomon. In the centre metope 1s 
the ark of the covenant, and the table 
of the ſhew bread, with the altar of 
incenſe, placed alternately with the 


emblems 


emblems of the four Evangeliſts. On 
the tympanum of the frontiſpiece, 
which is of jaſper, are the figures in 
mezzo relievo of our firſt parents 
Adam and Eve, at the foot of the 
fatal tree bewailing their ſin. This 
tree, with the ſerpent, Adam and Eve, 


and all the other figures in the metope, | 


are of a metal compoſed of lead, tin, 
and copper, the whole properly gilded 
with unpoliſhed gold. On the cornice 
is a baluſtrade of jaſper, as well as 
the acroterion, on which is placed the 
figure of a great crucifix, eſteemed a 
maſter-piece of beauty, with the figure 
of the Virgin and St. John. In the 
middle of the whole is a handſome 
iron gate, ornamented in a 'good 


taſte, of a light and airy ſtyle, and 


delicate workmanſhip; the orna- 
ments 
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ments gilded with © unpoliſhed gold. 
This gate is ſet off by à frame of 


marble of the ſmall Italian veing made 
of three pieces, Which is uneommon, 


becauſe of its height, which is twelve 
feet and a half. On each ſide of this 
door are two figures of St. Benedict 
and his diſciple St. Maur, on marble 


pedeſtals compoſed of ſeveral pieces, 
and each adorned with two pilaſters 


of jaſper, their impoſt and archivolte 


of marble, with a border of the ſmall 


Italian vein. The bottom of the 
niches of the two ſtatues, which are 
hollowed in ſquares, is of the fineſt 


blue - turquoiſe marble. On each 


fide, and fronting the ſanctuary and 
preſbytery, are two large grates or ba- 
luſtrades, whoſe wann is much 
admired. | 
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2 THE HISTORY, & 
As to the chapter-houſe, it was 


built at a time when ſcience and taſte 


were i in their infancy: it is ſpa- 
cious and lofty, but of heavy Gothic, 


5 . — . 
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Concordia inter abbatem et conventum 
de Becco, et abbatem et conventum 
de Baukvill *, pro decimis in Bareby- 


ri +. Ex orig. penes T. Aſtle, arm. 


MNIBUs hee viſuris. Abbas 


25 et conventus de Becco, ſalt' in 


Domino. Noveritis quod cum cauſa 
verteretur auctoritate apoſtolica coram 
.. . priore ſancte Margarete Merle- 
berg. judice a domino papa delegato 
inter nos per fratrem Guill'm de Gine- 
vill tunc temporis procuratorem noſ- 
trum in Anglia generalem ex una 


* 8. George de Bauquerville, or Banguery ille, 


in Normandy. See Dugd. Mon. Ang. II. p. 961. 


+ Now called Barbury, in the hundred of Sel- 


keley, Wilts. 


I parte ; 
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parte; et . . . abbatem et conven- 
tum ſancti Georgii de Bauk'vill' per 
fratrem Lucam de Boyvill tunc tem- 
poris procuratorem eorum ſimiliter in 
Anglia generalem ex altera; tandem 
ſoſpita fuit queſtio in hunc modum. 
Omnibus Chriſti fidelibus ad quos li- 
tere preſentes pervenerint, frater A. 
dictus prior ſancte Margarete Merle- 
berg” judex a domino papa delegat. ſa- 
lutem in domino. Noverit univerſitas 
veſtra quod cum verteretur cauſa co- 
ram nobis auctoritate apoſtolica inter 
.. . abbatem et conventum de Becco 
per fratrem Will'm de Ginevill tune 
temporis procuratorem eorum in An- 
glia generalem litigantes ex una parte: 
et abbatem et conventum ſancti Geor- 
gu de Bauk'vill per fratrem Lucam 
de Boy ' vill tunc temporis procurato- 

| is rem 
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rem eorum ſimiliter in Anglia gene- 
ralem litigantes ex altera, ſuper decimis 
provenientibus tam majoribus quam 
minoribus de dominico quod dicti mo- 
nachi de Bauk'vill' habent in villa de 
Barebyr, que ſita eſt infra limites pa- 


rochie de minori Ockeborn, cujus per- 


ſonatus dicti monachi de Becco opti- 
nent, quas ratione eccleſie prefate dice- 
bant de jure communi ad ſe pertinere; 
et aliquamdiu proceſſum fuiſſet in 
cauſa, tandem inter dictos procuratores 
ſuper dictis decimis, tam majoribus 
quam minoribus, ita convenit, quod 
dicti monachi de Bauk'vill' prefatis 
monachis de Becco ſingulis annis no- 
mine dictarum decimarum in perpe- 
tuum ſolvent apud Ockeborn majorem 
viginti ſolidos ſterlingorum terminis 
1 12 in 
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in futuris annotatis viz. infra octave 


beati Michaelis decem ſolidos, et infra 


octave purificationis beate Marie alios 
decem ſolidos. Quod ſi dicti mona- 
chi de Bauk'vill' in ſolutione dicte pe- 
cunie in aliquo ſuorum terminorum 
facienda ceſſaverint, nomine pene ſol- 
vent dictis monachis de Becco pro ſin- 
gulis defalcationibus dimid' marchae, 


qua commiſſa et ſoluta nichilominus 


ſalva ſit petitio debiti principalis. Salvis 
inſuper dictis monachis de Becco fruc- 
tibus cujuſdam acre in perpetuum, 
quos de dio dominico percipere 
con ſueverunt. Et pro prefate ſolutione 
pecunie dicti monachi de Bauk'vill a 
preſtatione omnium decimarum, tam 


majorum quam minorum de dominico 


predicto provenientium in perpetuum 
immunes remanebunt. Renunciavit 

1 bu 
inſuper 
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inſuper utraque pars omnibus impe- 
tratis et impetrandis tam coram dele- 
gag” quam ordinar' ſuper decimis pre- 
taxatis. Ad hec autem omnia obſer- 
vanda que inter partes coram nobis 
proviſa fuerint de conſenſu expreſſo 
partium tam nobis quam ſucceſſoribus 
noſtris auctoritate apoſtolica reſerva- 
mus poteſtatem. Salvis in omnibus 
decimis minoribus, oblacionib', et aliis 


obventionib', que vicarius de minori 


Ockeborn de quadam virgata terre de 
dicto dominica percipere conſuevit. 


Simili modo ſalvis majoribus decimis 
de eadem virgata terre provenientibus 
dictis monachis de Becco, quas antea 
jure dicte eccleſie percipere conſueve- 
verunt. In cujus rei memoriam pre- 
ſenti ſcripto et ejus confimili ſignum 
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noſtrum, una cum ſignis dictorum pro- 
x curatorum, eis mutuo committendis 


| appoſuimus. Datum Anno Gracie m.cc. 
| quinquageſimo ſecundo quadam auc- 
[ toritate preſentium confirmamus. Da- 
| tum anno domini M. CC. quinqua- 
i geſimo tertio.“ 23 5 

5 The ſeal of hs wading appendant to 
it this deed repreſents the Virgin and 
1 Child and on the reyerſe' the head of 
6 Herluin the founder and firſt abbot, with 
is a croſier; circumfcribed . ... . HERLVI- 

| : NVS PRIMVS ABBAS BECCT; the firſt 
|, word loſt. The other two ſeals had 


"8 HERLVINVS ABBAS: reverſe the figure 
j of a religious with a paſtoral ſtaff and 


=_ book; and on his right hand a fleur 
i de his, the arms of France. See the 


plate. 
90 Nu. 
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Nes II. 


Ex Aſpilogia Johannis Anſtis, Ms. in 


bibliotheca T. Aﬀtley: arm. N* 4 * 442. b. 


i Sciant proſentes et Puri, quod ego 


Robertus comes de Ferrariis relaxavi 
penitus et quietum clamavi, pro me et 
heredibus meis, eccleſie beate Marie, 
de Becco et monachis ibidem Deo ſer- 
vientibus, in liberam, puram, et per- 


petuam elemoſinam, totum jus et ela- 


mium quod habui, v el habere potui, 


in manerio dictorum monachorum de 


Adereſton, cum omnibus ſuis perti- | 
nentiis, fine. aliquo retenemento de 
cetero michi vel heredibus meis. In 
1 WE 7.26 


7 


y # 
t 
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cujus rei teſtimonium preſenti ſcripto 
ſigillum meum appoſui. 


wi 3 = Dugdale (Warwickſhire, p. 7797 
5 780.) ſays, the head repreſents the 
= earl's own face ; but it 1s rather an an- 
1 tique gem, ſuch being frequently uſed 
1 by our anceſtors. 


N' III. 


AFrPEN DI X. WD 


N' III. 


Bundell' de Prior” Alienig' in Turri | 


London. 
| Ricardus Dei gra, Rex Angl' et 
Franc', et D'nus Hib'n', Ven'abili 
in X*po P'ri J. eadem gr'a, ep'o Bathon' 
et Well, ſal't'm. Quia, quibuſdam 
certis et urgentib' cauſis nos ſpecialiter 


moventib* &c. Dat' apud Weſtm' xx 


die Septembr' anno regni n'ri octavo, 


(1384.) 


Reſponſio Joh'is [Harewell*] ep'i 
Bathon', int' al. 


Abbas de Becco in Norman' Alieni- 


gem, cujus nomen ignorat' , eſt p'ben- 


- He was biſhop of Bath and Wells from 1366 
to 1386. 
+ His name however was William de Benſeville 


alias Popelive, elected 1317, died 1 2 See p. 
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darius pꝰbende de Clyva* in ecel'ia Wel- 

len”, quam quidem prebendam tradit . 
abbati+ mon de Clyva in ep'atu Bathonꝰ 

pro cenſu annuo quadraginta marcar'. 


* This prebend belongs now to a vicar choral, 
and is valued in the king's books at 41. 3s. gd. per 
annum. Here was a Ciſtertian abbey founded be- 
fore 1188, by William de Romare. Tann. N. M. 
471. | 
"1 Robert de Clyva occurs abbot 1321, John 
1407, and none between in. Archer's account of 
the religious houſes at the end of Hearne's He- 
mingford, p. 611. | 
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Ne IV. 


Lands in England belonging 
to this Abbey. 


William the Conqueror gave the 
anor of Dunton in Eſſex (which 
elonged to Odo biſhop of Baieux be- 
fore his diſgrace) to the noble family 


ſof Albini. Nigel de Albini gave to the 


abbey of Bec land value . 20. in 


Dunton, which grant was confirmed 


onk in that abbey, where he was 
buried. This grant was made in the 
time of abbat William Montfort, who 


euſtria Pia, p. 475. 


Bec 


by king Henry II. and Nigel became a 


ied 1124. Monaſt. Angl. II. p. 954. 


Maud de Walingford gave Great 
and Little Okeborn in Wiltſhire to 


124 Kro. 


Bec abbey, and the lordſhip of Dunton 
pariſh was ſubjected to the priory of 
Okeborn, which was a cell to Bec. 

The prior and convent of Bec leaſed 
the manor of Dunton for 60 years, 
t. E. III. and H. IV. Pat. 13 E. III. 
p. 2. m. 40. Pat. 3 Hen. IV. p. 2. 
. | 

In 1395 this alien monaſtery de- 
miſed, by their proctor, to John de 
Pykenham and Elizabeth his wife, 
the advowſon of the church of Doun- 
ton Willet, and a yearly penſion of 
four marks, iſſuing out of this church; 
and the whole partion of tithes they 
had within the pariſh of Woodham 
| Ferrers, to hold and enjoy for their 
lives; and alſo for the reverſion of the 
manor of Dounton Waylett after the 
death of Alice late wife of Sir Thomas 


Tyrell. 


they 
ham 
their 
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Tyrell. Rot. Clauſ. 19 Ric. II m. 20. 
dorſo. 
Humfrey de Waleden, who died in 


1331, held this manor for his life, 
the reverſion being in Margery widow 


of John de Say and her ſon Humfrey. 
Inquiſ. 5 E. III. 


John de Vere earl of Oxford held it 


of the. prior of Okeborn in 1358, and 


Thomas his ſon 1n 1370, as half a 
fee. Inquiſ. 34 and 45 E. III. 
Humfrey de Bohun earl of Hereford 


and Eſſex, at the time of his deceaſe 


in 1372, held one fee in Dunton near 
Hareward Stoke, which the abbat of 
Waltham Holy Croſs had; and he 
farther held the tenth part of a knight's 


5 fee in Dunton, called Sterling Shell, 


of the prior of Okeburn. Inquif. 
46 E. III. 

This manor was ſeized by king 
Henry V. as eee to a priory 


alien, 
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alien, but when and to whom im- 


mediately granted doth not appear. See 


Morant's Hiſt. of Eſſex, vol. I. p. 220. 
This abbey had in England, the 


manors of Great Blakenham in Suf- 
folk * : Whvelford, or Willesford, in 


- Lincolnſhire * ; Cowick near Exeter in 


Devonſhire e; 5 or Hoo, in Suſ- 


* 


tex*; and Leſingham in Norfolk e; 
the manors and churches of Great 
and Little Okeburn in Wiltſhire f; the 


manor of Devrel in the ſame countys; 


the manor and church of Riſelip in 


Iiddleſex“; the church and ſeveral 


linds at Goldcliff, in Mon mouthſhire 3 


2 See Dr. Ducarel's Anglo Norman Antiqui- 
ties, p. 87; and Tan. Not. Mon. p. 511. 


Tan, p. 268. | WY 
Ib. p. 554. Ib. p. 342. 

f Ib. p. 599. £ Domeſday, Wiltſhire. 
> Tan. Not. Mon. p. 118 

1 Ib. p. 328. . 


part 


re. 
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part of the town of Tooting in Surry i; 
and the church of Steventon in Berk- 
ſhire*; the priories of Willesford in 


Lincolnſhire! ; of Okeburn in Wilt- 


ſhire n; of Povington in Dorſetſhire a; 
of Wend in Middleſex o; of Wedon 
in the Street in Northandptonſhirer; - 
of Steventon in Berkſhire * ; of Cow- 
icke in Devonſhire”; of Tooting 1 in 


Surry* ; of Hoo in Suffex*; and of 


Stoke by Clare in Suffolk, were 
allo cells belonging to this abbey. 
William earl of Moreton in Nor- 


mandy, and of Cornwall in England, 


nephew to William the Conqueror, 


i Tan. Not. Mon. p. 627. 


Ib. p. 16. 1 Iþ. p. 268. 
” Ib. p. 599. n Ib. p. 108. 
Ib. p. 298. * Þ Ib. p. 373. See alſo 


Bridges's Hiſt. of Northamptonſhire, I. p. 93. 
an b, p. iz. Ib. Þ. 93. - 


deb. p. 537. © Ib. p 554. 
Ib. p. 554. | 
FF) Oo 
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gave to this abbey his lordſhip of Preſ- 
ton, in the rape of Pevenſey, in Suſ- 
ſex ; and Hugh earl of Cheſter, who 
died in the year 1101, granted thereto - 
his lordſhip of Atherſton, in War- 
wickſhire. Dr. Ducarel's Anglo-Nor- 
man Antiquities, p. 87. Hugh Gren- 
teſmenil a manor in England called 
Anna. Richard Fitz Gilbert and Roſe 
his wife two churches, and the tithes 
of their manor in Ernembiri. Alice 
wife of Roger de Iverei a mill at Iſlip, 
co. Oxf. Ameline wife of Ernulph de 
Heding the manor of Comb. Robert 
Curcy that of Coteford. William de 
| Rolles his lands in Ickham, (q. c. 
Kent ?) Ralph fitz Robert fitz An- 
ketill his manor of Derinton, c. 
Wilts. Emma wife of Baldwin ſon 
of earl Gilbert, &c. the manor of | 
- Brad- | 


+ © — 


| 
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Bradford, E. Devon, and the church l 

of St. Michael, &c. at Hennington. | 
Milo Criſpin, Swineſcomb, and the | | 
tithes of the honour of Wallingford. i 

The empreſs Maud, Cornell and De- | | 

| verell. Richard Fitz Baldwin, Criſ- | [ 
tensford. Ralph de Tony, Wrotham. 1 
; The earl of Leiceſter Cheſingbury, c. 4 
Wilts. Gerard de Gurnay, Leſing-, Fham. vp 
Ifabel de Chandos, Membury. See [0 
„ the Confirmation Charter of Hen. II. | [ 
Mon. Ang. II. p. 9 54. Comp. with | i} 
b Tan. Not. Mon. 6 1 
- The manor of Eaſt or Great Wro- 4 | 
tham, in Norfolk, was given to Bec | 

- abbey in Normandy, by Ralph de 1 
5 Toni, who held it at the Survey, from Cl 
1 which time it enjoyed all the privileges f| 
f belonging to that monaſtery. In te 
. eu of the abbey, (fol. 58. b.) the — 


; cuſtoms 


cuſtoms of the manor are entered, 
among which it appears, that the te- 
nants were to pay ſcot and lot, by 
way of aid to the abbots, when they 
came into England, or to their proc- 
tors, if the neceſſities of the abbey 

were very urgent. They could not ſell 
a horſe-colt, nor an ox of their own 
bringing up, without their lord's leave, 
nor marry their daughters, nor go to 
live out of the manor, nor remove 
their chattels out of it without licence. 
They paid at every death the beſt beaſt 
for a heriot, or 32d. inſtead of it; and 
if any one died inteſtate, all their chat- 
tels were at the lord's diſpoſition. 
When the harveſt work was finiſhed 
by the tenants, they. were to have half 
an acre of barley, and a ram let looſe 
in the midſt of chem; ; and if they 
. | catched 


VC 


nd 


ied. 


alf 
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ratched him, he was their own to 


make merry with; but if he eſcaped 


from them, he was the lord's : which 


cuſtom is ſtill kept at Eton college, 


there being a ram every year let looſe 
among the ſcholars, on a certain day, 
to be run down by them, the original 


of which might come from the cuſtom 


of this manor. At this time William 
de Hockam held 60 acres of land of 


the old feoffment, by 5s, per annum 


rent, and alſo 168. rent at Rokeland, 


and all that belonged to the abbey of 


Bec, and was part of this manor. This 


William held all the lands and tene- 


ments that the church of Bec had in 


Hockam, by the rent of 178. 2d. a 
year, three days work in plowing, 


three in mowing, and one hen; and 


he and all his tenants under him 


K 2 were 


e 
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were to pay reliefs,” do ſuit to the Hal- 
mote-Court at Wrotham, pay ſcot 
and lot, and could not marry their 
daughters without licence; and ſoon 
after this, in 1299, he levied a fine 
of the whole, when it contained 18 
meſſuages, 275 acres of land, 11 acres 
of paſture, one acre of turf land, 37 
aacres of heath, and 148. ob. rent, in 
Great and Little Hockam. 

William Francolanus or Frankleyn 
held a carucate of land at Serepham 
or Shropham, and paid ſcot and lot, 
gifts and aids, and did ſuit to this 
court; and Henry de Bradekere held 
a tenement there by the ſame ſervice. 
Emma de Kerbrook or Carbrook, 
Adam de Ockeham or Hockham, 
Walter Bainard, and the heirs of 
William Crogerhorp, held a bruery, 

4 | | _ 
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called Sandwadeſcot, by ſuit of court, 
and the ſervice of going to London, 


or elſewhere, at their own charge, 


on the lord's errand, and by doing the 
lord's and the town's ſervice, in at- 
tending the ſheriff's turns and hun- 


dred courts, to hear the king's orders ; 


and William de Wrotham then held 


6o acres of land and a meſſuage, which 


in 1240 was given by Reginald, fon 


of Euſtace de Wrotham, to Bec ab- 


bey. In 1285, the abbot held it in free 
alms, as parcel of Tony' 8 Barony, 


and had view of frankpledge, aſſize 


of bread and ale, a pillory, gallows, 


and weyf; and thus it continued in 


the abbey (unleſs when it was in the 


king's hands by reaſon of the French 
Wars) till 1414, 2 Henry V. when 


* 3 the 
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the parliament at Leiceſter diſſolved 
the Alien Priories, from which time it 
continued in the crown till king Hen- 
ry VI. ſettled it on his college of Eton, 
at the time of its foundation, and con- 
firmed it afterwards by his charter in 
1444; and in 1460 it was re-confirm- 
ed by king Edward IV. being parcel of 
the poſſeſſions of Okeburne Priory. At 
this time the provoſt, fellows, and 
ſcholars, of Eton, are the lords and 
_ proprietors thereof. Blomefield's Nor- 
folk, I. 315, 316. | 


2 
ABBOTS 


05 


rn 


7 

1 1 
ELLUIN 1034 —1078 

7 Anſelm, 10781093 

f 3 William de Montfort, 1093—1 124 

1 Boſon the wiſe, 1124— 1126 

5 Theobald, 1126—1131 

| 6 Letard, 1131—1149 

_ 7 Roger, 1149—1179 


8 Oſbern, 11799—1187 
9 Roger II. 1187—1194 
10 Walter, 1194—1197 
11 Hugh, 1197—1198 
12 William, 1198—1211 
13 Richard de St. Leger, 121 11223 we 
14 Henry de St. Leger, 1223—1247 
= Robert de Clairbec, 1247—1266 
5 JJV 
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16 John, 1266—1273 | 

1 Peter dela Cambe, 1273—1281 
18 Ymer, 1281—1304 e 
19 Gilbert, 1304—1327 

20 Godfrey Fare, 1327—1334 

21 Granger 1334—13 50 b 

22 Robert de Rouis 1350—1361 

23 William de Benſevile, 1361—1388 
24 Geofrey Harenc, 1 388—1399 


2s William de Auvilleres, 1 39 —1427 5 


26 Robert, 1421—1430 

27 Thomas de Frique, 1439—1446 

28 John de la Motte, 1446—1452 

29 Geofrey d'Eſpagne, 1452—1475 
30 John Boucard, 147;,—1484 

31 Robert de Rouen 1484—1492 

32 William Guerni 1492—1514 

33 John Ribaud, 1514—1517 | 

34 Adrian Gouther, 1517—1519 

35 John Aurelius, 1519—1533 | 

36 John de Veneue, 1533—1 543 

37 James de Annebaud, 1543—1558 


reer 


38 Loui; 
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38 Louis de Loraine, 1558—1563 
30 Claude de Loraine, 1563—159 
40 Dominique de Vie, 1598—1661 
41 James Nicolas Colbert, 1665—1707 
42 Roger de la Rochefaucault, 1707—1717 
43 Alexander Louis de Bourbon Conde, 1 0 
abbot i in 1764 


; PRIORS. 
Baldwin 
Boſon 
John 
Lanfranc 
Theobald. 
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NNE RAU D, James, abbot 74. 
Anſelm, abbot 18, abp. of Canterbury 20. 
1 John, abbot 77. | 
Auvilleres, William de, abbot zy. i 
Bec, its founder 1, foundation 3, rebuilt 4, 27, 
church dedicated 5, rule 6, ſchool 7, revenues 8, 
bene factions , privileges and exemptions 10, royal 
favours 12, patronage 13, fairs 13, abbots 18—77, 
106, chapter-houſe 112, enlarged 26, lands in Eng- 
land. 28, town and church burnt 34, fortified 
with towers 52, plundered 52, taxed 53, garriſoned 
55, many fine buildings pulled down 56, beſieged 
by the duke of Clarence 58, Hotel de Bec at Rouen 
60, citadel razed 62, ſpire: blown down 74, monks 
eminent 84, promoted 84, biſhops 86, writers 89 
90, benefactors 91, 94, monuments 95, of abbots 
98, burials 100, church deſcribed 106, altar 108, 
| Trreen 109. 
Benſevile, William de, abbot 45. 
Boſon, abbot 22, elected a ſecond time 23, dies 24. 
Bourbon, Alexander L. de, abbot 106. 
Boucard, John, abbot 68. 
Cambe de la, Peter, abbot 36. 
Clairbec, Robert de, abbot 35. 
Co bert, J. N. abbot 106. 
Dominique, de Vie, abbot 106. 
Fare, Godfrey, abbot 40, reſigns 42. 
| ö Frique, 


— —— 
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Frique, Thomas de, abbot 64. 
Granger, abbot 43. 


Gilbert, abbot 39. 


Geoffrey d'Eſpagne, abbot 66. 

Gouffrer, Adrian, abbot 72. 

Guerni, William, abbot 70. 

Harenc, Geofrey, abbot 46, his death 50. 

Helluin, his hiſtory 2, death 15, monument 16, 
epitaph 17, life 18. 


» 


Henry V. of England, conquers Normandy 5 8. 


Hugh, abbot 31. 

Fohn, abbot 66. 

— de la Mare, abbot 65. 

|  Bpucard, abbot 68. 

——— Ribaud, abbot 71. 

Lanfranc, his preferments 5, dedicates Bec church, 
5, founds a ſchool there 6. 


Lamberville, Oliver de, his epitaph 103. 
Le Maire, his epitaph 104. 
| Leger, St. Richard, abbot 32. 


Henry, abbot 33. 
Letard, abbot 26. 


Louis TX. vifits Bec 34. 


| Lorazne, Claude de, abbot 77. 


Louis de, abbot 75. 

Margaret queen of e comes to Bec 67. 
Maſſacre of Hugonots 75. 

Maud empreſs, buried at Bec 98, her body found 99. 
Maur St. rule of, introduced at Bec 106. 


Montfort, 
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Montfort, William de, abbot 20, 21. 
Motte de la, abbot 65. 

Ofbern, abbot 29. 

R:ibaud, John, abbot yr. 
Rochefaucault, Roger, abbot 106. 
Roger, abbot 27, 30. 

Robert, abbot 58. 

Rouen, Robert de, abbot 70. 
Rouis, Robert de, abbot 43. 
Theobald, abbot 24. 

Veneue, John de, abbot 73. 

Walter, abbot 5o. 

William, abbot 31. 

Imer, abbot 38. 
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"Þ „% Qs bre r. 1136. 
p- 25, l. 8, for Clugin, r. Clugni. 

p- 57, J. 7, for 1471, r. 1421. | | 
p. 72, l. 5, for TnzoBALD, r. Rinavup. 


On Wedneſday, March 37, war publiſhed, 
In Sixty Pocket Volumes, Price 71. 10s. ſewed, 


A Compleat and Elegant Edition of 
THE ENGLISH W 


WITH PREFACES 12 
BIOGRAPHICAL AND CRITICAL 
TO EACH AUTHOR, 

By SAMUEL JOHNSON, LL.D. 


!luſtrated with Heads, engraved by BAK ToLOz 2, CALDWALLy 
Kr SHERWIN, WALKER, &c. &c. 
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This Collection contains the Cour LEAT po ET ICAL Works of 


COWLEY, KING, „ 
MILTON, J. PHILIPS, PARNELL, 
BUTLER, SMITH, A. PHILIPS, 
WALLER, POMFRET, _ SAVAGE; 
DENHAM, HUGHES, WATTS, 
 SPRAT, - ADDISON,  _ SOMERVILE, 
ROSCOMMON, BUCKINGHAM, - THOMSON, 
ROCHESTER, LANSDOWNE, HAMMOND, 
I © ROWE, COLLINS, 

_. OTWAY,  TICKELL, YOUNG, 
DUKE, CONGREVE, DYER, 
DORSET, FENTON, - MALLET, 
HALIFAX, = PRIOR, SHENSTONE, 
STEPNEY, POPE, AKENSIDE, 
WALSH, SWIFT, LETTELTON, 
DRYDEN, GAY, , WEST, 
GARTH, - BROOME, GRAY; 


The TRANSLATIONS of DRYDEN, POPE, and ROWE ; 
and BLACK MORE'S CrtarTion. 


- PRINTED FOR J. NICHOLS. 


On Monday, April 5, wers publiſbed, Prite 68. foeved, 
Accurately printed in Tawo Volumes, Octa vo, 


ST OLD FLAYK 


On which SRAKSTEA RE founded his Meaſure for 11. 
ſure, Comedy of Errors, Taming the Shrew, King John, 
King Henry IV. King Henry V, and King Lear; viz. 
PROM Os AND Cass AN RA, 1578;  MEnacCcnmi, 16953 
Tus TAMING OF A SHREW, 160); The TROUBLESOME 
REIGN os KING Joux, 1611; Tus Famons Vicro- 
RIES of HENRY THE FifFTH;5 and Thzs His rox or 
KING LEER, 1605. 

Printed for S. LEA CRO Fr; and fold by J. Nicnors. 
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15 the Prefs and ſpeedily will be publ. Joes, 


1 The HIS TONY of THETFORD, 4to. 

2 A New Edition of VERTuE's Great Seals, 4to. 

3 A Collection of Royal and Noble Wills, 4to. 

4 The Supplement to Sw1rT's Works, in One Volure 40. 
5 The ſame Work, in Two Volumes large 8 vo. 

6 The ſame Work, in Three Volumes ſmall 8vo. 

1 The ſame Work. in Three Volumes 18mo. 


$ The Hiſtory of the Alien Priories, and their Poſſeſſions ig 
England, wa n elegant W 2 vols. dvo. 


In the P reſs, and with all 6 convenient ſhed will be publi gel, 


Being a Deſeription of all the different Nations that com- 
poſe rhe extenſive Empire of Russ1Aa; giving an Account 
of their ſeveral Religions, Manners, Way of Life, Forces, 
Trade, Aris, Manufactories, Government, Habits, Cli- 
mates, Produce, Languages, Cuſtoms, and many other 
valuable Partic ars. The Natural Hiſtory and uur 
will be claſſed by the Linnæan Syſtem. 
2. A New and Correct Edition of Mr. BowYER's 
Greek Tes r AMENT, with his CONJECTURES, in 4to, 


PRIN TED. FOR ]. NICHOLS. 


1. RUSSIA ILLUSTRAT A: 


- On Saturda 8 23, was publiſhed; © 
In Ten Vdlumes. large ws pub]; 1 98 
Price Three Pounds and Ten Shillings, bound) 


THE PLAYS 


OF. 
WILLIAM SHAKSPEARE, 


With the CoxRECTTONS and ILLUsTRATIONS of 


ROWE, FARMER, rener, 
POPE, PERCY, MALONE, _. 
THEOBALD, TOLLET, COLMAN, © 
HANMER, . HURD, | KENRICK, 
WARBURTON, HAKDINGE, "RKED, - 
UPTON, HOLT, To ks, 
A GOLDSMITH, LETHERLAND, 
EDWARDS, COLLINS, BARRINGTON, 
RODERICK, BURROW, JAMES, 
THIRLBY, __ SMITH, . AWLINSON, 
BISHOP, ' CHAMIER, BOWLE, 
HEATH, HAWKINS, J. WARTON, 
RIDLE Z, ' MUSGRAVE, _ MURPHY, 
SEYWARD, LANCTON, T. WARTON, 
SY MPSON, Dl xs, WEST, 
RANGER, GUTHRIE, WARNER, 
WALPOLE, - REYNOLDS, MONTAGUE, 
| | UC. K. 


To which are added, NOTES by 
SAMUEL JOHNSON and GEORGE STEEVENS; 
Together with 
THR PREFACES OF FORMER EDITORS: 
TWO PORTRAITS OF THE AUTHOR; 
A FAC-SIMILE OF HIS HAND-WRITING; 
A Plate, repreſenting the Figures of ancient Morris- Dancers, &c. *. 
The Second Edition, reviſed and ne. 


1 pd Yengajanleys 3 Js TY Rνν,ü d nog. u big Wile 
Vet. Auct. apud Suidam. 


Multa dies variuſque labdr mutabilis avi 
Retulit in melius, multos alterna Feviſens 


Lufit, et in ſolido rurſus fortuna lacavit, Virgil. 
PRINTED FOR J. NICHOLS. | 
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BOOKS PRINTED TOR Y NICHOLS: 
AND SOLD BY H. PAYNE. 


5 | * 
1 BIOGRAPHIA Britannica, vol. I. folio, boards, 1 11 
2 Bacon's Works compleat, 5 vols. 4to, bound, 5 xg 
3 Anſon's Voyage. 4to, bound, . % Ween | 
4 Batcs's Critica Hebraza, 4to, bound, — 1 


s Clarke on Coins, with Bowyer's Appendix, 4to, 
bound, — — 


_ x 
6 Pegge on the Coins of Cunobelin, 4to, ſeed, o : 
7 Bowyer's Conjectures on the New Teſt. bound, © 6 
$ ————= Scled Diſcourſes, ſeed, <— = 
9« Origin ef Printing, by Bowyerand Nichols, ſewed, o 3 
10 Dr. Owen's Collatio Codicis Cottoniani, /ewed, o 3 
14 — —— Cririca Sacra, compleat, ſewed, © t 
12 — Obſervations on the Goſpels, ſeawed, o 3 
13 The Repoſitory; a ſelett Collection of Eſſays of 
Wir and Humour, 2 vols. ſewwved, — 0 6 
14 Maſſinger's Dramatic Works, 4 vols. bound, 1 4 
15 Miſcellanies in Proſe and Verſe, by W. King, 
LL. D. Advocate of Doctor's Commons, &c. 
with Hiſtorical Notes, and Memoirs of the | 
Author, by J. Nichols, 3 vols. boards, 0 10 
16 Prior's Poetical Works, 2 vols. ſeqaved, o 7 
17 Addiſon's Miſcellanies, 3 vols. bound, o 95 
18 The Guardian, 2 vols. bound, _ oO 5 
19 Bp. Pearce's Cicero de Oratore, bound, © 6 
20 Markland's Remarks on Cicero's Epiſtles, bound, o 6 
- Euripidis Supplices Mulieres, bound, © 6 
22 Clarke's Parapbraſe on the Goſpels, 2 vols. bound, o 10 
23 Saunderſon's Algebra, bound, — o 6 
24 Bentley againſt Boyle, Bowyer's Edition, bound; o 6 
25 Milot's Hiltory of England, tranſlated by Mrs. 
Brooke, 4 vols. bound, _ mw O00" oy 
26 Farneworth's Hiſtory of the Iſraelites, ſewwWed, 3 
27 Forbes on Agriculture, bound, — o 6 
28 Tooke's Tranſlations from Falconet, &c. ſewed, o 4 
29 Tour through Great Britain, 4 vols. bound, O 14 
30 The StxTH Volume of Dr. Young's Works, ſewwed, o 2 
31 Bp. Clayton's Journal to Grand Cairo, ſewed, o 2 
32 Philipps's Navy Sermons, bound, — © 3 
33 Heylin's Help to Engliſh Hillory, ſeed, © 8 
34 Salomon's Expeditious Accountant, /eaved, © 3 
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